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By Tom Jarvis

 When Nyah Velasquez and Trenton 
Liggins completed Young Adult Court 
(YAC) during a February 19 graduation 
ceremony at Hillsborough County Su-
perior Court North in Manchester, they 
became the fourth and fifth graduates 
of a program launched less than three 
years ago as a pilot.
 Judge N. William Delker, who pre-
sides over YAC, says both graduates are 
now pursuing paths that once may have 

Young Adult Court Graduates Show 
Program’s Early Promise

seemed unlikely.
 “Both of those participants are re-
ally on a career track that I don’t think 
anyone would have imagined when they 
entered the program,” Judge Delker 
says.
 YAC began in 2023 as a pilot pro-
gram for defendants aged 18 to 25 who 
have been charged with serious crimi-
nal offenses and are assessed as need-
ing the level of structure and support the 

Young Adult Court graduates Trenton Liggins and Nyah Velasquez, holding flowers, pose with Judge 
N. William Delker and members of the YAC team following their February 19 graduation ceremony 
in Manchester. From left are Linda Gromko, Scott Marquis, Nancy Wickwire, Allison Joseph, Ter-
rence O’Neill, Trenton Liggins, Hon. N. William Delker, Nyah Velasquez, Nellie Chancey, Jordan 
Strand, Patrick Ives, Michael Hamman, and Zachary Charland. Photo by Av Harris

By Tom Jarvis

 New Hampshire’s trial court judges 
gathered in Concord on March 20 for a 
full-day examination of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault cases, focus-
ing on the legal, procedural, and human 
complexities that can arise when related 
matters move through different courts at 
the same time.
 The judicial education program, 
held at Merrimack Superior Court, in-
cluded sessions on protective orders, 
criminal bail conditions, prior abuse 
evidence, expert testimony on delayed 
disclosure, court data, firearm surren-
der requirements, barriers to accessing 
protection, and trauma-informed jury 
selection. The program also featured a 
keynote address by Aaron Stone, a re-
tired US Army combat medic, sexual 

Judges Examine Complexities of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault Cases
assault survivor, and founder of 18 
Winters: Shattering the Silence Around 
Male-on-Male Sexual Assault.
 Circuit Court Chief Judge Ellen 
Christo says the daylong program re-
flected the complexity of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault cases and the 
need for continued judicial education.
 “These cases often move between 
both superior and circuit courts, and the 
laws, procedures, and best practices are 
constantly evolving,” she says. “After 
talking with colleagues throughout the 
Judicial Branch, we felt it was impor-
tant to dedicate a full training day to this 
work.”
 Judge Christo says the program was 
intended to provide a comprehensive 
examination of how the cases proceed Keynote speaker Aaron Stone speaks candidly about his experience as a male survivor of sexual 

assault and the barriers survivors face in coming forward during the March 20 judicial training on 
domestic violence and sexual assault. Photo by Av Harris

By Tom Jarvis

 A federal class action alleging that 
New Hampshire has failed to provide 
necessary home- and community-based 
services to older adults and people with 
disabilities enrolled in its Choices for 
Independence (CFI) program will pro-
ceed toward trial after US District Court 
Judge Paul J. Barbadoro denied summa-
ry judgment to both sides.
 In an April 17 memorandum opin-
ion in Fitzmorris v. Weaver, Judge 
Barbadoro found that material factual 
disputes remain in the case, which 
was brought by participants in the CFI 
Waiver program against the New Hamp-
shire Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS) and its commissioner, 
Lori Weaver.
 The ruling does not decide whether 
the defendants violated federal disabil-
ity rights laws. Rather, it permits the 
plaintiffs to continue pursuing claims 
that DHHS’s administration of the CFI 
program places participants at serious 
risk of unnecessary institutionalization 
in violation of Title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act.
 The CFI program provides Medic-
aid-funded home- and community-based 
services to eligible adults who meet the 

CFI Disability Rights Class Action 
to Proceed Toward Trial

level of care required for nursing facil-
ity placement but choose to receive ser-
vices in their homes and communities. 
According to the opinion, the program 
served 4,401 unique participants during 
the reporting period from July 1, 2022, 
through June 30, 2023.
 The named plaintiffs, Emily 
Fitzmorris and Kathleen Bates, repre-
sent a class of CFI participants who, 
they allege, have been placed at serious 
risk of unjustified institutionalization 
because DHHS has failed to ensure they 
receive the community-based long-term 
care services and supports for which 
they have been found eligible and as-
sessed to need.
 Disability Rights Center–New 
Hampshire (DRC-NH) Litigation Di-
rector Jennifer Eber says the April rul-
ing means the case will move toward 
trial, likely this fall.
 “The New Hampshire Department 
of Health and Human Services’ ongoing 
failure to properly administer the CFI 
program has had devastating, real-world 
consequences for participants who rely 
on authorized CFI services to live safely 
at home,” Eber says. “Without timely 
delivery of services, CFI participants 
often cannot get out of bed in the morn-

COURT continued on page 18 CFI continued on page 17
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By Tom Jarvis

 With fresh mountain air, sweeping 
views, and a full weekend of events and ac-
tivities, attorneys, judges, and family mem-
bers gathered at the Mountain View Grand 
Resort & Spa in Whitefield from June 12–
14 for the 2026 NHBA Annual Meeting.
 Titled “Reconnect & Recharge: A Grand 
Gathering in the White Mountains,” this 
year’s meeting brought nearly 150 attend-
ees together for professional development, 
recognition, networking, and relaxation. The 
weekend also marked the Association’s final 
resort-based Annual Meeting until 2030, af-
ter which the NHBA will shift to holding re-
sort-based annual meetings every five years.
 “The Annual Meeting is always special, 
even more so when we meet in such a beau-
tiful setting,” NHBA President Robert Lucic 
says. “It was particularly great to see many 
young lawyers in attendance, especially 
graduates of the Leadership Academy. Giv-
en that we have fewer and fewer opportuni-
ties for members of the Bar to meet in per-
son, especially in a relaxed setting, it is very 
important for us to take advantage of those 
opportunities we have. We need to form and 
strengthen our relationships among mem-
bers so we can maintain that spirit of cooper-
ation and professionalism that is a hallmark 
of the New Hampshire Bar.”
 NHBA Executive Director Sarah 
Blodgett also reflects on the importance of 
the weekend.
 “This year’s Annual Meeting was a 

2026 Annual Meeting: Reconnect and 
Recharge in the White Mountains

wonderful opportunity to bring our members 
and their families together in one of New 
Hampshire’s most scenic venues,” she says. 
“Because this was our last resort-based An-
nual Meeting until 2030, it felt especially 
meaningful to see members reconnect, cel-
ebrate the accomplishments of their col-
leagues, and enjoy time together outside the 
usual demands of practice. I’m grateful to ev-
eryone who helped make the weekend such 
a success, and I’m excited to work with Bob 
Lucic as he begins his year as president.”
 The weekend began Friday afternoon 
with the annual business meeting, followed 
by a video replay of the CLE, “Financial 
Healthcare and Advance Directives.” That 
evening, attendees gathered in the Crystal 
Ballroom for the Honors and Awards Ban-
quet, where outgoing NHBA President Der-
ek Lick recognized recently retired judges 
before presenting three prestigious Presi-
dent’s Awards.
 The Distinguished Service to the Legal 
Profession Award was presented to Uni-
versity of New Hampshire Franklin Pierce 
School of Law Professor John Greabe. Dur-
ing the presentation, Judge Seth Aframe of-
fered remarks about Greabe’s contributions 
to the profession.
 Greabe then used his remarks to recog-
nize the often unseen contributions of career 
law clerks, whom he described as “truly 
outstanding lawyers who, without fanfare, 
do first-class legal work.” He said he was 

Outgoing NHBA President Derek Lick (right) passing the gavel to incoming President Robert Lucic at 
the 2026 Annual Meeting. Photo by Tom Jarvis

By Megan Koerber

 As the United States marks its 250th 
anniversary, the American Independence 
Center (AIC) in Exeter is inviting visitors 
to think beyond 1776 and consider what 
independence, democracy, and the rule of 
law mean today.
 History is not just a topic to be dis-
cussed and studied, but something to in-

Thinking Beyond 1776: The Nation’s 250th 
Anniversary and the Work of Independence Today

terpret and apply in the present – a phi-
losophy at the heart of the AIC. Located in 
the historic Ladd-Gilman House, the AIC 
is dedicated to preserving the nation’s 
past, and New Hampshire’s special place 
in it, as a way to foster ongoing civic en-
gagement and a deeper understanding of 
America’s founding principles.

The Ladd-Gilman House, home of the American Independence Center. Courtesy photo

By Tom Jarvis

 The New Hampshire Bar Foundation 
has awarded $2.5 million in IOLTA grants 
for FY 2027, the largest total grant award 
in the Foundation’s history.
 The grants are funded through interest 
received on lawyers’ pooled trust accounts 
and are awarded annually to organizations 
that provide civil legal services to New 
Hampshire residents. This year’s awards 
represent another increase for the program, 
following $2.1 million in IOLTA grants 
awarded for FY 2026.
 The FY 2027 grants were awarded to 
six organizations providing civil legal ser-
vices in New Hampshire, including Catho-
lic Charities of New Hampshire – Immigra-
tion Legal Services, a new grantee this year.
 The largest FY 2027 IOLTA grant, in 
the amount of $1.25 million, was awarded 
to New Hampshire Legal Assistance; 603 
Legal Aid received $910,000; Disabil-

Bar Foundation Awards Record 
$2.5 Million in IOLTA Grants

ity Rights Center of New Hampshire was 
awarded $190,000; Children’s Law Center 
of New Hampshire received $65,000; the 
New Hampshire Bar Association’s Mod-
est Means Program received $45,000; and 
Catholic Charities of New Hampshire – Im-
migration Legal Services received $40,000.
 “The $2.5 million total for this year’s 
IOLTA grants is an important milestone for 
the Bar Foundation and, more important-
ly, for the people and communities these 
grants are intended to serve,” says New 
Hampshire Bar Foundation Executive Di-
rector Sarah Blodgett. “New Hampshire’s 
recent legal needs study confirmed what 
our civil legal aid partners see every day: 
many residents still cannot get the legal 
help they need. This funding helps close 
that gap by strengthening the organizations 
that provide free or reduced-fee civil legal 
services across the state. We are grateful to 
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New Hampshire Case Becomes Vehicle for Supreme Court Birthright Citizenship Ruling

By Megan Koerber

 Fifteen New Hampshire educators 
gathered at the New Hampshire Bar Cen-
ter on July 14 and 15 for a Street Law 
Professional Development workshop 
that combined United States Supreme 
Court education, hands-on learning, and 
lawyer-teacher partnerships aimed at 
strengthening civics education across the 
state.
 Led by Street Law consultant and 
senior fellow Lee Arbetman and Senior 
Director of Teacher Professional Devel-
opment and Curriculum Cathy Ruffing, 
the two-day program explored how the 
US Supreme Court operates, how con-
stitutional cases are decided, and how 
teachers can bring those lessons to life in 
their classrooms through activities such 
as moot courts and collaborations with 
local attorneys. 
 The training reflects Street Law’s 
longstanding mission of making law and 
democracy accessible to students. Ac-

Street Law Workshop Gives New Hampshire 
Educators an Inside Look at the Supreme Court

cording to Arbetman, the organization 
traces its roots to the Georgetown Law 
Center in 1972, when law students began 
teaching practical law lessons in Wash-
ington, DC, high schools. What began 
as an experimental clinical program has 
since grown into a global, nonpartisan, 
nonprofit organization focused on legal 
and civic education.
 “In 2022, Street Law celebrated a 
half-century of educating people across 
the country and around the world about 
law, democracy, and human rights,” Ar-
betman says. 
 As Street Law’s classroom lessons 
gained popularity, the organization ex-
panded its work with teachers. Its best-
known educator initiative, the Supreme 
Court Summer Institute, was launched 
in 1995 and has brought teachers from 
across the nation, including New Hamp-
shire, to Washington, DC, for intensive 
professional development focused on the 
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By Tom Jarvis

 A nationwide class action filed in fed-
eral court in Concord became the vehicle 
through which the United States Supreme 
Court resolved the constitutional dispute 
over President Donald Trump’s effort to 
restrict birthright citizenship.
 In a 6–3 ruling issued June 30 in 
Trump v. Barbara, the Court affirmed 
an order from the US District Court for 
the District of New Hampshire blocking 
the executive order. A five-justice major-
ity held that children born in the United 
States to parents who are unlawfully or 
temporarily present are citizens at birth 
under the Citizenship Clause of the 14th 
Amendment, while the sixth justice 
reached the same result under the federal 
citizenship statute.
 The clause provides: “All persons 
born or naturalized in the United States, 
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the 
state wherein they reside.”
 Federal law similarly provides that 
a person “born in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof” is a US 
citizen at birth. 8 U.S.C. § 1401(a)

 On January 20, 2025, Trump is-
sued Executive Order 14160, “Protect-
ing the Meaning and Value of American 
Citizenship.” The order directed federal 
departments and agencies not to issue 
documents recognizing US citizenship 
or accept documents from state, local, 
or other authorities purporting to recog-
nize US citizenship for a child born in 
the United States when the mother was 
unlawfully present and the father was 
neither a citizen nor a lawful permanent 

resident, or when the mother was lawfully 
but temporarily present and the father 
held neither status.
 Challenges followed in several juris-
dictions. In the Granite State, lawyers from 
the American Civil Liberties Union of 
New Hampshire (ACLU-NH) and several 
partner organizations filed New Hampshire 
Indonesian Community Support v. Trump 
on the day the order was signed. A separate 
case, Barbara v. Trump, was filed in Con-
cord on June 27, 2025, after the Supreme 

Court ruled that day in Trump v. CASA.
 Trump v. CASA concerned the author-
ity of federal courts to issue universal in-
junctions extending relief beyond the par-
ties to a lawsuit. The Court did not decide 
whether Trump’s order was constitutional. 
It held that the injunctions in those cases 
could extend no further than necessary to 
provide complete relief to the plaintiffs.
 The Barbara plaintiffs instead sought 
relief through a nationwide class action. 
 Margaret O’Grady, a professor at 
the University of New Hampshire Frank-
lin Pierce School of Law who teaches 
constitutional law, says the class-action 
structure allowed the plaintiffs to pursue 
nationwide relief without relying on the 
type of universal injunction the Supreme 
Court had just limited.
 “A class action is the avenue the 
Court left open when it declined to order a 
nationwide injunction in Trump v. CASA,” 
O’Grady says. “Class actions are differ-
ent from universal injunctions because all 
those in the same situation as the named 
plaintiff are, under the Federal Rules of 
Civil Procedure, plaintiffs, too – part of 

The Warren B. Rudman United States Courthouse in Concord, where Barbara v. Trump was filed. 
Photo by Tom Jarvis
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By Tom Jarvis

 An international delegation of judg-
es, prosecutors, attorneys, academics, 
and government officials visited Hills-
borough County Superior Court–North 
on July 6 for a roundtable discussion 
on how constitutional principles are ap-

Hillsborough County Superior Court Hosts 
International Legal Delegation

plied in New Hampshire’s courts and 
how the state’s criminal justice system 
compares with legal systems abroad.
 The six-member delegation, rep-
resenting Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Georgia, Hong Kong, Lebanon, Roma-

Members of the “Freedom 250: The US Constitution’s Enduring Global Legacy” delegation, from 
left: Bryan Rome; Anna Brown; Marwan Abdallah, Lebanon; Alan Lau, Hong Kong SAR; Andrea 
Bonito; Sana Cengic, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Temur Tsindeliani, Georgia; Hon. Mihnea Stoicescu, 
Romania; Hon. N. William Delker; Patrick Ives; Felista Mauya, Tanzania; Robert Melanson; and 
Jordan Strand. Courtesy photo
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