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Gathering evidence in foreign proceed-
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ing is not unethical per se. PAGE 18
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PAGE 32

Federal Practice, Bankruptcy, and 
International Law

By Kathie Ragsdale

 When Susanne Gilliam started law 
school – at age 55 – she had no idea the 
move would lead her to a detention center in 
El Paso, Texas, or a street plaza ringed with 
armed security forces in Tijuana, Mexico. 
But Gilliam, an active member of the New 
Hampshire Bar’s New Lawyers Commit-
tee, and a recent graduate of its Leadership 
Academy, is no stranger to taking on a chal-
lenge.
 Now a full-time immigration lawyer 
with a focus on asylum cases, Gilliam grew 
up in California and developed arthritis at 
the age of 12, limiting her mobility. “I need-
ed to do things differently,” she says.
 At the University of California, Irvine, 
she majored in computer science and went 
on to spend two-plus decades as a program-
mer because, “I could earn really good mon-
ey, and I could do it sitting down,” Gilliam 

says with a laugh.
 She and her 
husband, Clint, de-
cided they didn’t 
want to raise chil-
dren in crowded 
California, so they 
moved to Philadel-
phia for 20 years be-
fore settling in New 
England, where she 
had family roots.
 However, working full-time cut into 
time with her husband and three kids, so 
Gilliam finally quit her job to homeschool 
the children. Some 10 years later, she de-
cided to return to the workforce – with rusty 
computer skills and an outdated resumé – 
determined that a new career was in order.
 “’I could be a lawyer’ stuck with me in 
that nagging way,” she remembers thinking.
 She was accepted at New England Law 

in Boston, where she was the oldest in her 
class by 18 years. Her younger peers were 
resolutely polite, she says, but when she 
mentioned once that she was preparing for 
her daughter’s birthday party and a fellow 
student asked how old her daughter was, “I 
told him, and he went absolutely white and 
said, ‘that’s how old I am.’” She also recalls 
telling her children, half-joking, “there will 
be no dating of my classmates while I’m 
still in school.”
 While at New England Law, she had 
four internships, in areas ranging from land 
use to patent law, “but my favorite intern-
ship was when I worked as a mediator at the 
EEOC (Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission) and I absolutely loved that, to 
give people the chance in a less formal set-
ting to help them distill what it is they want 
and need the most.” The experience left her 

 “I Could Be a Lawyer” – Attorney Susanne Gilliam 
Expands the Definition of a New Lawyer

GILLIAM continued on page 22
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UNH Franklin Pierce Law Library Ex-
tends Free Access to All NH Bar Mem-
bers. See page 9.

2022 NHBA Annual Meeting High-
lights. See pages 14-16.

By Tom Jarvis

 On March 21, 2022, the New 
Hampshire Circuit Court implemented 
a new centralized process for involun-
tary emergency admissions (IEA) to 
mental health facilities. According to 
the NH Judicial Branch, the process is 
a key step in the Court’s broader initia-
tive to centralize all mental health-relat-
ed cases in the system. The new process 
was developed in response to an ongo-
ing issue with patients failing to receive 
a probable cause hearing within three 
days of an IEA, as required by RSA 
135-C:31.
 Before the program’s inception, 
more than half of these cases were 
being dismissed due to the three-day 
period expiring before the cases were 
heard. Since there are approximately 
2,000 IEAs per year in NH, this trans-
lates to a large number of patients be-
ing released without access to treatment 
due to a shortage of hearings. However, 
from March 21 (process inception) to 
July 1, the Circuit Court dismissed only 
eight out of 768 hearings for failure to 
meet the three-day requirement. 
 An Involuntary Emergency Ad-

mission (IEA) occurs when someone is be-
lieved to be a danger to themselves or oth-
ers as a result of a mental health condition. 

The patient is brought to a local hospital 
emergency department for evaluation 
by a doctor or nurse practitioner, who 
then signs a certificate recommending 
their admission to a Designated Receiv-
ing Facility (DRF), such as New Hamp-
shire Hospital in Concord, for treat-
ment. This process is called Emergency 
Department Boarding or ED Boarding.
 The patient is then entitled to a 
probable cause hearing in front of the 
Circuit Court within three days – not 
counting Sundays and holidays. For 
upwards of eight or nine years, some 
patients were held in the ED for two to 
three weeks without access to treatment 
and then had their cases dismissed with-
out being heard. The problem, which is 
not limited to NH, was caused by two 
issues. The first is a lack of psychiatric 
beds (still an issue), the second was a 
two-fold problem with the hearings pro-
cess. 
 Figuring out when the three-day pe-
riod begins was brought to light by the 
case, Jane Doe v. Commissioner of the 
New Hampshire Department of Health 
and Human Services, 174 N.H. 239 

New Centralized Involuntary Emergency Admissions Process for 
Mental Health Facilities is Already Delivering Significant Results

The Honorable David D. King, Administrative 
Judge of the NH Circuit Court. Judge King was 
awarded the Vickie M. Bunnell Award for Com-
munity Service in 2005 and honored as 2021 In-
novator of the Year by the National Council of Ju-
venile and Family Court Judges. Courtesy Photo.

A Different and Better Nation. See 
page 31.

Newly Enacted Paraprofessional 
Pilot Program Helps Promote Access 
to Justice. See page 6.
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By Kathie Ragsdale

 When Lyndeborough attorney Joseph 
Caulfield takes on a case, he approaches it 
with the skills of a martial artist, and with a 
sprinkling of magic.
 “The martial arts inform all my life,” 
says the legal practitioner of 40-plus years, 
who is also a highly ranked martial arts in-
structor and magician/mystery entertainer. 
“It enables me to function, enables me to 
overcome my shyness.”
 Caulfield is the founder and chief in-
structor of Black Sword Aikido, a martial 
arts discipline that recommends “when 
force is presented against you, any aggres-
sive action, you don’t butt heads against it, 
you join with it and lead it to a position of 
harmony,” he says. “That really infuses my 
practice of law.”
 He sees that approach as particularly 

valuable in family 
law, which consti-
tutes about 80 per-
cent of his practice. 
Criminal cases 
make up most of 
the remainder.
 “I try to do as 
little harm in the 
world as possible, 
and I think the way 
to resolve a situa-
tion, especially a family law situation, is 
through discussion, negotiation–each per-
son having the opportunity to present their 
needs and try to resolve them,” he says. 
“Litigation is a horrible way to resolve 
anything; though it’s necessary if media-
tion fails.”
 A certified guardian ad litem and cer-
tified family mediator, Caulfield is presi-

dent of the New Hampshire Guardian Ad 
Litem Association and a founding member 
of the Academy of Professional Family 
Mediators.
 He is also president of the Granite 
State Magicians and a member of the In-
ternational Brotherhood of Magicians and 
performs at a variety of fundraisers and 
other events throughout the state.
 That avocation, too, complements his 
legal work, Caulfield says.
 “Anytime I’m in court is basically a 
performance,” he says. “The same stage 
presence, those are all things you use in 
the courtroom. I’m not minimizing the in-
tellectual part of the law, but an awful lot 
is showmanship and stagecraft. There’s 
something more to being a lawyer than just 
knowing the law.”

Vicarious Trauma: It’s Okay to Not Be Okay

New Member Benefit: 
WordRake Helps Lawyers 
Write with Clarity. PAGE 5

Reintroducing Section Connection – 
Providing News & Updates. PAGE 9

Jonathan M. Eck 
Becomes the 
New President 
of the New 
Hampshire Bar 
Association, Fol-
lowing the Resig-
nation of Judge 
Sandra Cabrera. 
PAGE 2.

NHBA Attorney License Renewal 
Explained: Court Fees, Dues, 

and Statuses. PAGE 3

Call for Nominations - Special Election 
NHBA Board of Governors - 

Vice President. PAGE 3

SECTION CONNECTION
REINTRODUCING

Make the most of your NHBA membership and improve 
your knowledge and skills in a particular practice area by 

joining one or more sections.  ”Section Connection” keeps 
you informed about upcoming section meetings and  
introduces you to some of our most popular sections.

NHBA members can choose from 19 sections for just $40/year per 
section. If you are interested in joining one or more, but did not do so on 
your annual Attorney Renewal form, contact our Sections Coordinator 

Jen Dauphinee today at (603) 715-3253 or sections@nhbar.org . 

nhbar.org/sections/

Continuing Legal Educa

tio
n

By Tom Jarvis

 To say lawyering can be stressful 
is an understatement, especially in the 
post-pandemic world of staffing short-
ages and overwhelming caseloads that 
legal professionals currently practice in. 
 But for some lawyers and judges, 
who are continuously exposed to trau-
matic material, that stress can be com-
pounded by a condition called vicarious 
trauma. This can have a significant neg-
ative impact on their mental health, and 
without the right boundaries can lead to 
a higher risk of depression and anxiety.
 Vicarious trauma, also known as 
secondary trauma or secondary traumat-
ic stress, affects people in the helping 
professions, like lawyers and judges. It 
can be described as mental anguish due 
to ongoing, indirect exposure to trau-
matic events through firsthand account 
or narrative. 
 “Attorneys often represent people 
who have been traumatized as victims 
of abuse, crime, or other adversity,” 
attorneys Becky Howlett and Cynthia 
Sharp say of vicarious trauma in their 
American Bar Association CLE, How 
Secondary Trauma Affects Attorney 
Mental Health.
 Continuously hearing disturbing re-
counting of traumatic experiences from 
clients and witnesses can be overwhelm-

ing and lead lawyers—and judges to a 
lesser extent—to experience the same 
feelings faced by the trauma survivors 
in their care. Vicarious trauma typically 
involves a shift in world view, resulting 
in beliefs about the world being altered 
and/or damaged by the repeated expo-
sure.
 “As the matter unfolds, lawyers, 
staff, and judges alike may be exposed 
to emotional stories, highly charged 
situations, as well as gruesome and dis-
turbing evidence, which can lead to sec-
ondary or vicarious trauma,” Howlett 
and Sharp say. “Symptoms include 
burnout, PTSD, irritability, difficulties 

with sleep and concentration, as well as 
diminished pleasure and interest in ac-
tivities.”
 While vicarious trauma exists in 
other fields—and other professions such 
as firefighting and policing—vicarious 
trauma is more prevalent in legal pro-
fessionals who work in criminal, family, 
juvenile justice, and domestic violence 
cases, especially those involving harm 
to children. Those who have their own 
history of trauma are also more suscep-
tible to vicarious trauma. 
 A precursor for vicarious trauma in 

Joseph Caulfield – Martial Artist and Magician
PRACTITIONER PROFILE
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Recent New Hampshire Supreme Court Order May Assist With 
Defense Attorney Shortage for Indigent Criminal Defendants

In an effort to address the backlog of indigent criminal defense 
cases, the New Hampshire Supreme Court issued an order making 
it less cumbersome for inactive attorneys to volunteer. 

By Tom Jarvis

 On August 10, 2022, the New 
Hampshire Supreme Court issued an or-
der designed to help alleviate the back-
log of indigent criminal defense cases 
in the Granite State. The order waives 
mandatory continuing legal education 
requirements and the filing of a Trust 
Account Compliance form for Inactive 
Status attorneys who elect Limited Ac-
tive Status with the New Hampshire Bar 
Association, making it less cumbersome 
to accept these cases.
 Currently, there are over 900 low-
income New Hampshire citizens that are 
entitled to court-appointed counsel but 
have been waiting for months for a law-
yer to take their case. Due to a variety 
of factors such as the pandemic and its 
subsequent “great resignation,” the New 
Hampshire Public Defender’s Office has 
lost a lot of lawyers, causing the remain-
ing lawyers’ already-high caseloads to 
increase further. As a result, several of 
them are unable to accept new cases 
without compromising their ability to 
provide competent and diligent represen-
tation. 
 The order is intended to entice inac-
tive attorneys to accept indigent criminal 
defense cases without the burden of ful-
filling active member requirements. The 
only caveat is that an attorney must take 
at least three such cases per year. 
 “Our goal is to clear the backlog and 

resume opening every 
case we are appointed 
to,” says Sarah Rothman, 
Executive Director of 
New Hampshire Public 
Defender. “But we need 
to be able to provide zeal-
ous advocacy to every 
client. We cannot allow 
the quality of our repre-
sentation to suffer due to 
unmanageable caseloads, 
and we cannot continue 
to overburden our attor-
neys, investigators, and 
support staff. We have 
faced staggering staff at-
trition. And as staff leave, 
remaining staff is strained even further, 
leading to further attrition. It’s a vicious 
cycle that leaves indigent defendants 
without an attorney.”
 Prior to the order, if an inactive at-
torney wished to accept an indigent 
criminal defense case or a civil pro 
bono case, they would not only need to 
switch to Limited Active Status with the 
NHBA, but pay higher Court fees and 
NHBA dues, file a Trust Account Com-
pliance form, and take at least 720 min-
utes of minimum continuing legal educa-
tion. The Court has now removed those 
barriers under this order. 
 Now, inactive attorneys who would 
like to help only need to change their 
membership to Limited Active Status 

with the Bar Association. 
 The words active and inactive take 
on a different meaning with respect to 
membership of a unified bar. Because 
membership is mandatory, the terms 
do not refer to a lawyer’s membership 
standing. Instead, they refer to the status 
of a member’s law practice.
 An active attorney is one who is cur-
rently engaged in the practice of law in 
New Hampshire within the membership 
year.  Conversely, an inactive member 
is one who is not, for whatever reason, 
practicing law in the Granite State. This 
could be an attorney who is retired, 
working in some other capacity such as a 
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WRIGHT continued on page 14

ORDER continued on page 18

By Kathie Ragsdale

 Nicholas Wright is a lead trial attor-
ney for Bouchard Kleinman & Wright, 
PA. He is also the author of a prize-win-
ning novel whose main characters are 
meant to inspire at-risk children like the 
ones he used to counsel before becoming 
a lawyer.
 “I’ve known kids and thought, what 
do they have for a possible role model in 
their life?” Wright says. “They get to be 
the hero of this story, maybe for one min-
ute of brief escapism.”
 While Wright has represented clients 
in cases ranging from wrongful death 
to landlord-tenant matters, he has taken 

training in the 
cause and origin of 
fires and has devel-
oped a specialty in 
fire litigation. 
 He may also 
be the only New 
Hampshire Bar 
member who can 
recount how he 
survived an attack 
by a rabid animal.

 Born in England, Wright and his 
family emigrated to the United States 
when he was eight or nine years old. He 
grew up primarily in New Hampshire 
and went off to Grinnell College in Iowa, 

where he majored in English literature 
and history. During a semester abroad, he 
found himself working as a research as-
sistant in the British House of Commons, 
where Wright, a history lover, has a vivid 
memory of standing next to a plaque com-
memorating the spot where Charles I was 
arrested before his execution in 1649. 
 Post-college, and wanting to see 
the world, he took a job with the Belfast 
Education and Library Board in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland.
 During a break from his three-year 
stint there, he took a 10-day sail through 
the Hebrides on a 22-foot ship with peo-

Nicholas Wright’s Advocacy Doesn’t End With His Law Firm Clients

We’re back to live! We hope you’ll join us 
for our 2023 Midyear Meeting. PAGE 4

Remembering Justice James Duggan. 
PAGE 3

Educators Attend NHBA We The People 
Professional Development at the 

Bar Center. PAGE 7

Bar Foundation Releases Newly 
Enhanced IOLTA Leadership 

Institution Program. PAGE 10 

NH Lottery Winners Can Remain 
Anonymous. PAGE 4

Friday, February 17, 2023
Doubletree by Hilton; Manchester, NH

As always, it’ll be a day filled with useful CLEs, interesting 
speakers, inspiring awards, and lots of 
networking opportunities. 

So circle your calendar, then watch 
nhbar.org, Bar News, and E-Bulletin 
for additional details.

Make plans now to join the NHBA 
for our 2023 Midyear Member Meeting


