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PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
by Paul R. Cox* 

 
 The Committee on Professional Conduct of the New Hampshire Bar Association, 
without violating the confidential nature of its proceedings, will from time to time publish its 
opinions and other material concerning professional conduct that it considers to be of interest to 
the bar. 
 
 A New Hampshire law firm recently asked the committee: “Would the contacting of 
clients by a lawyer about drawing up or revising wills or estate plans constitute solicitation and 
be a violation of ethics?” 
 
 The committee, at its October 1973 meeting, issued the following opinion: 
 
 “Many events transpire between the date of making the will and the death of the 
testator.  The legal significance of such occurrences are often of serious consequences, of which 
the testator may not be aware, and so the importance of calling the attention of the testator 
thereto is manifest. 
 
 “It is our opinion that where the lawyer has no reason to believe that he has been 
supplanted by another lawyer, it is not only his right, but it might even be his duty to advise his 
client of any change of fact or law which might defeat the client’s testamentary purpose as 
expressed in the will. 
 
 “Periodic notices might be sent to the client for whom a lawyer has drawn a will, 
suggesting that it might be wise for the client to reexamine his will to determine whether or not 
there has been any change in his situation requiring a modification of his will. 
 
 “However, the contacting of clients generally for the purpose of recommending the 
drawing or revision of wills would, in the opinion of the committee, constitute advertising and 
would be improper.” 
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	Solicitation of Existing Clients Regarding Estate Planning

