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Question:   The inquiry to the Committee comes from a New Hampshire attorney who 

anticipates associating himself with a law firm with offices in Massachusetts and 
Paris, France.  The firm would thereby establish an office in New Hampshire 
using the name of the Massachusetts law firm Smith & Jones.  Smith & Jones 
are Massachusetts practitioners, not admitted to practice in New Hampshire.  It 
is stated that “there names would not be set out in full on the firm’s New 
Hampshire letterhead, but would be confined to use as a firm name only.  The 
letterhead, professional cards, office sign, yellow pages listings and so forth for 
the New Hampshire office, address and telephone number, and to the extent they 
are listed at all, the Massachusetts and Paris offices would be clearly 
distinguished by describing them by use of proper format and smaller size type.  
The letterhead of the Massachusetts office would list its office first, and the 
other offices would be listed separately.  Members of the Massachusetts office 
would be in actual partnership with members of the New Hampshire office.” 

 
 The specific questions asked of the Committee are as follows: 
 

a) May the firm use only its form name on its New Hampshire letterhead, office 
sign, yellow pages listing and so forth, without naming one or more 
members of that office who are attorneys admitted in New Hampshire? 

 
b) Where the name of individual attorney of the New Hampshire office would 

appear, such as on a professional card, would it be necessary to designate 
any jurisdictional limitation, such as “Admitted in  New Hampshire only”, if 
the card clearly designates the New Hampshire office address as the office 
where the individual is located? 

 
Response and Discussion: 
 
a) Yes; it is the consensus of the Committee that the firm name only may be 

used on its New Hampshire letterhead, office sign, yellow pages, etc. 
without naming the members of that firm who are admitted in New 
Hampshire. 
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b) It is the consensus of the Committee that where a name of an individual 
attorney is listed, such as on a professional card, announcement, or yellow 
pages of a phone book, etc. there must also be a designation of jurisdictional 
limitations such as “admitted in New Hampshire only”, if that card, 
announcement etc. makes any reference to the existence of out of state 
offices.  If, however, there is no reference to non-New Hampshire offices, 
there is no reasonable chance of confusion and DR-102 (D) would not 
require that a phrase of jurisdiction limitation be placed after the New 
Hampshire attorney’s name.  For further guidance on this and related issues, 
reference is made to ABA Informal Opinions 1165 and 1355, available 
through the office of the New Hampshire Bar Association.  Attorneys 
considering such an affiliation should also consult the Bar Association 
offices in the State of the office with which they are affiliating. 

 
Report 
 
The corollary question of use of a “trade name” was discussed briefly, and 
deferred “until the status of DR 2-102 is clarified”. 
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