Advertising

Ethics Committee Advisory Opinion
January 12, 1982

The following is an Adirisory Opinion addressed solely to the inquiring
attorney.

The Ethics Committee has been asked to review seven sample advertise-
ments (see attached). The question is whether or not these advertisements

in any way violate DR2-101.

It is the view of the Committee that the advertisements in question do not
violate DR2-101 except as set forth below.

DR2-101 (8) states as follows:

"Contains a statement of opinion as to the quality of the
services or contains a representation or implication regarding
the quality of legal services which is not susceptible of rea}sonable

verification by the public."

Language such as "experienced full -service law firm, " ""'we know the legal
terms that make your agreement binding and legal, ' and '"'the staff of THE

LAW CENTER OF GLEN J. HELFER has the experience and qualifications
to discuss and analyze your problems ...'" appears to this Committee to be
a statement of opinion as to the quality of services. As such, it is not

allowed by the pertinent section.

DR2-101 (D) sets forth a bar to advertisement regarding legal fees except
as provided in six enumerated sections. Language in advertisements
such as "affordable and realistic fees, ' "we offer fees that make sense, "
"we offer fees that make sense providing professional legal service" do
not appear to come within any of the six exceptions. Therefore, such
language appears to be barred by the DR.

In rendering this opinion the Committee has applied DR 2-101 to the
advertisements in question. You may wish to direct your attention to
the case of Bates and O'Steen for its views. -




. - byRobert

-
.
.
.

L

TARKS & FAIRBARKS
A controctis anogreement balween two portias to

do. or not do, something. It is legally enlorcible. An

“exprass controct”, whether written or oral,

involves ogreed upon terms. For exomple, o verbal
agreament to hire o controctor 1o perform work at a
staled price is o binding express controct. The courts
inmost states generolly enforce your obligation fo pay
.lor the work whether or not there was o writlen
contract. An"implied controct™ is the controctural
obligation one undertokes withou! ulering the words
“contract”™ omerﬁénl". Consultation- with an
atlorney ond preporolion ol o written ogreemant
spolling out obligations of both parties Is generally
recommended in substontiol contractural agree-

menls, .
In ony wrillen ogreement, moke sure that both

parties ore legally protected by hoving your controct
drown up by an attorney. At the office ol KARNS ond
FAIRBANKS Counsellors ot Law, 63 Main S1.,
Bridgawater, £97.8288 we know the legol terms thot
moke your ogresment binding, and Tegal. I the
occosion 13 serious enough 1o woatran! o wrillen
ogreement, its is important enough fo hove legal
odvice. Proper wording ond form con determine
such on ogreement will stand up in court. Dont wait
until then to hire alowyer. Do il now,

LEGAL IIP: Your obllgation 1o pay for food grdared

In a restouront, is on example.

A

Ay

Presented by: The Paw tucket Legal Clinic of
Claude Lefebvre. Attorney AtLaw

In the tase of a miscemeanor such as petty Iheft, a citizen
has the right to ares! the person he sees commilling the
crime. However, the suspect mus! be tumed over 1o the
police as soon as possible. For felonies, such as arson,
robbery of murder, you do not have lo be an eyewilness if
you are cerlain that the person amesled did achually
commil the crime. However, there is 3 significan! dif-
ference between a citizen’s and a policeman’s acl. A
police o'ficer can arres! a suspecl with only “reasonable
cause lo believe™ a ctime has been commited. H the
suspecl proves lo be innocent, he has a legal recourse.

To delerming your recourse In any legal situation seek the
advice of a lawyer. When you need legal assistance in
rega:d lo criminal law, don't give up your r'ghts. You are
enlitled to legal representation and the concern of a
lawyer is 10 1ake legal action only in your besl inlars!s.
V/hen you ne=d legal advice, when there iis a problem,
call an atomey. Often a lawyer can prevent a problem
and fake action that witl keep you oul of court. This is a
valuable legal service. Select a legal fim with affordable
and realistic fees. These fees should be provided on
tequest. A full service legal lirm an meel all vour needs.
PAWTICKET LEGAL CUNXIC, 2 Derfer Streel, Pawhuchsl,
7:8-5380. Open Mon.-fri. 8.20-5, Fri. unil 8. -

LAW TIP:
In a cltizens arrest, the innocent party has an excellen!

case for damages ageinst ibe cilizen who turred haimin,
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byRoberlT.l(‘ams& .
GeorgeA.Fairbanks.Hl

It is said that the United States is 3
litigious society; that is, we tend 10
bring our disputes 10 court often.
We also perhaps have more laws
and regulations than any other
country in the world. Some people
tnink these laws protect ouf rights
whi's others think we have o0
‘n either case, most people

ree that our laws are complex
and ditficult to interpret and under-
stand, Join us over ‘the following
weeks and months while we discuss
your rights and the United States

legal.system.

At XARNS AND FAIRBARXS, Coun-
sellors At Law, we welcome you 10
our column and hope you will learn
more aboul our legal system, i1s
laws and your rights. We're located

at 72 North Water 1. and we're an
full service faw firm

experienced

YTcensed 1o prachice in Tederal and
Massachusetts courts. if you have 3
problem you {e2} may benefit from
our legal counsel call 999-6969 for
an appointmen! There is nevelr 3
charge for an initial interview. We
provide routine legal services 21 a's{-
fogdable_znd__realis!jc.Jces to in-
dividuals 300 Dusingsses.

-6 RELPFULHINT: .
When confronted with a legal prob-
lem always consult 3 practicing at-
torney. .

A

Pressnled By .
Robarl V. Provost President
{aaConert Usregement CoP

There are siluabions in which
legal consulsbon would be desif-
able but is frequently overlooked

by laymen. An exsmple would be

when sygning an agreement (o
ruke 8 substantial purchase over
1 period of lime. You can be comy
mitting yoursel for more money
thanis rralized and missing a pay-
ment may permil the scilertore
claim the item. Another situation

would be involved in the purchase
of real estate. The real eslale

broker, anwous 1o close a sale,
wall dometimes belittle the need
for legal counsel and tend loovere
ok lechnical problems which
rmught include the right ta use
adjacent property for sewer hines

or & driveway, of enaking 3 propel
check o the title.

Many of us avoid secking necded

kegal assislance for many reasons’

olentimes in consideration of con-

venience and coat Now THE LAW

CENTER OF Tumm, Haul, Mdhon,

Farrell & Hook, with st conven

wnt locations o serve you. pro-
vides 8 new concepl inthe practice

of Law, We offer fees thal make

nse whie providung professional
Ephennu at convenient acces-
ubklouliom.'rw'neand cost is no
fonger a majpor considershion in
those tmportant hfeume ransac
vons. Lel us asyist you today.
fee, conlingency basis,
VISA, Master Charge accepled.
Call for anappowntment Mon -Sat,

Fized

cvening appointments available.
LAW FACT

In cases of quesuonable cover- :
age, small claums to be collected
from an insurance company may
be lgnored of delayed without

legal represenlation.

iLaw CenTER il

of Timm HE M Bon,

Farrel 3 Hook

Latieton 7941027
Latvwood ¢36712%
Aurors 751.8000
Denver »561-3000
Arvads 22431033

Horthglenn 4510126 :
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\. ¥LegalCenter

by Rerbert Y. Loibach, Jr.
Debia Grossmon &
JonH. Xuilond

It is always the respon-
sibility of the plaintifi, the
party who brings the »c-
tion, to persusde the courd
of the merita of the caze. it
in therefore the plaintifl
who bears the "burden of.
proo(.' In criminal cases,
't is the state which must
establish the guilt of the
accused beyond a reason-
able doubt. If the lawyer
for the accused can raise
even a doubt in the jury’s
mind, the jury must re-
turn & “not gui ty” verdict,
A civil case, however, re-
quires only that the plain-
LT estzblish the truth of
his claim in a ore i
vincing manner than the
defendant’s. .

To prepare 8 legal cast

that wilt hold u% in_coyft.
seek the advice of anstior-
ney. If you've been injured
the LEGAL CENTER OF
LAIBACK, KURLAND
AND GROSSMAN, 54
Church St., Lowell scrum
from Central Plaza can
help you sort out the legal
jssues relating lo your in-
jury. We'll help you analy-
2e and undcrstand your
articular situstion.
en you've had an acci-

. dent, personsal, mutomu:

tive or industrial, we cun
advise you whether yuu
have a legal right to by
compensated for your in-
jury and the slepy neces.
sary Lo recover your loxs.
Cafl us at 454-8884. Open
Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sa\. und
evenings by appointment.

LEGAL NOTES:
Interestingly enough. in
an audit or action brought
by the Internal Revenue
Service, the individual,

- not the IRS., bears the
 “burden ofrroor' ax tuthe’

accuracy of his return.

‘ ol Lt xch Kigland & Grazaman






