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QUESTION: 
 
Is a proposed advertisement from an out-of-state law firm (which is going to be published in 
New Hampshire Law Weekly solely) permissible under the N.H. Code of Professional 
Responsibility?  The proposed advertisement is as follows: 
 

WHY CONSULT WITH A (state name) FIRM ON A NEW HAMPSHIRE MEDICAL 
MALPRACTICE CASE?  Because prompt settlement of large claims often hinges on 
counsel’s credibility with the defendant’s insurer.  Claims in both New Hampshire and 
___________ are adjusted by the A.B.C. Underwriting Association in __________.  
Please call John Doe or Laura Low to discuss A.B.C.U.A. claims and trial experience 
before referring to other counsel. 
 
     (law firm name, address and telephone) 

 
RESPONSE: 
 
The proposed advertisement may not be permitted under the terms of the N.H. Code of 
Professional Responsibility.  DR 2-105 (A) (3) specifically addresses the issue raised, and reads 
as follows: 
 

DR 2-105 (A) (3) Limitation of Practice 
 

A lawyer available to act as a consultant to or as an associate of other lawyers in a 
particular branch of law or legal service may distribute to other lawyers and publish in 
legal journals a dignified announcement of such availability, but the announcement shall 
not contain a representation of special competence or experience.  The announcement 
shall not be distributed to lawyers more frequently than once in a calendar year, but it 
may be published periodically in legal journals. 

 
The Committee also wishes to draw to the attention of the inquirer the provisions of DR 2-107 
regarding the division of fees among lawyers.  Should a fee sharing agreement be reached 
between a New Hampshire firm and the nonresident firm, adherence to DR 2-107 as well as 
any other applicable disciplinary rules is strictly required. 
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