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Facts 
 
Two years ago, the inquiring lawyer represented A for the purposes of looking into a possible 
personal injury suit.  After initial investigation, the lawyer determined that no cause of action 
existed, and no further action was taken.  The lawyer presently represents A’s mother, B, in a 
worker’s compensation claim.  C recently consulted the lawyer about a pedestrian-automobile 
accident in which he was struck by an automobile owned by B but operated by A.  Neither A, B 
nor C objects to the lawyer representing C in this matter. 
 
Question 
 
Can the lawyer ethically represent C in an action arising out of the accident? 
 
Response 
 
No.  Presumably, C’s primary cause of action arising from the accident will be against A, who 
was operating the automobile.  However, the facts presented do not address the issue of B’s 
potential liability to C as owner of the automobile involved in the accident.  C’s lawyer has a 
duty to represent C zealously (Canon 7) and in that context must examine all causes of action 
arising from the accident.  His professional judgment must be exercised solely for a client and 
free from compromising influences or loyalties, such as the interests of another client.  EC 5-1. 
 
Unless [it] is obvious after full disclosure that an attorney can adequately represent the interests 
of two or more clients, an attorney shall not accept or continue employment if the exercise of 
his or her professional judgment with respect to one client will be or is likely to be adversely 
affected by his or her own interests or by the interests of another client.  DR 5-101, 5-105. 
 
Given his representation of B, a lawyer cannot bring action against her.  It does not appear that 
the inquiring lawyer can adequately represent the interests of C in impartially and objectively 
determining potential defendants in light of his representation of B. 
 
In addition, the lawyer may be prohibited from representing C because of his prior 
representation of A.  The lawyer has a duty to preserve client confidences.  DR 4-101.  If the 
lawyer has obtained information from his prior representation of A which will be of benefit to 
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C, he would be precluded from representing C unless A has specifically consented to 
disclosures of his confidences. 
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