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RULE REFERENCES: 
 *Rule 1.6 
 *Rule 1.6(a) 
 *Rule 1.6(b) 
 *Rule 8.4(c) 
 
SUBJECTS: 
 *Collections 
 *Confidentiality 
 *Creditors of Client 
 *Fees 
 
ANNOTATIONS: 

A lawyer may not report a client to a credit bureau as a delinquent account, as a 
lawyer (1) shall not reveal information relating to the representation of a client 
without the client's consent, and (2) to do so is not reasonably necessary to establish 
the lawyer's claim for fees (Rules 1.6(a); 1.6(b)) 

                                                                           
 
 

QUESTION: 
 
Is it permissible under the Rules of Professional Conduct to inform a client that the 
client's name will be reported to the credit bureau as a delinquent account and that by so 
doing their credit rating could be affected? 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
Obviously, if the lawyer had no intention of reporting the client, it would be dishonest to 
inform the client to the contrary, and would thus violate Rule 8.4(c).  The question posed 
subsumes the preliminary question:  Is it permissible for an attorney to report the 
attorney's client to a credit bureau as a delinquent account? 
 
It is the opinion of the Ethics Committee that to do so would violate Rule 1.6.  Under 
Rule 1.6(a) a lawyer shall not reveal information relating to the representation of a client 
without the client's consent "except for disclosures that are impliedly authorized in order 
to carry out the representation, and except as stated in paragraph (b)." 
 
Rule 1.6(b) states in pertinent part that a lawyer may reveal information to the extent the 
lawyer reasonably believes necessary to ". . .establish a claim . . . on behalf of the lawyer 
in a controversy between the lawyer and the client. . ." Unlike the use of judicial process 
or the use of a collection agency to collect the lawyer's unpaid fees1, the Committee is of 
the opinion that reporting a client to a credit bureau as a delinquent account is not in itself 



reasonably necessary to establish the lawyer's claim for fees and would therefore be 
contrary to Rule 1.6.2 
 
 1.  See "Disclosure:  Attorney's Benefit" re:  "Fee Collection" found in ABA/BNA 
Lawyer's Manual on Professional Conduct 55:703-704. 
 
 2.  See Opinion 86-3 (9/5/86) of the Alaska Bar Association reported in ABA/BNA Lawyer's 
Manual on Professional Conduct at 901:1301. 


