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NH Bar Members look back  
and share advice for the next generation.
Profiles are based on questionnaires sent earlier this year to New Hampshire Bar 
members marking 50 years of law practice, and those who responded are included. 
Responses have been edited for length and clarity.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE BAR MEMBERS CELEBRATING 

50 YEARS OF LAW PRACTICE
 —New Admits to the New Hampshire Bar, Fall 1971—

1971
 Though perhaps remembered for colorful bell bottom pants and massive collars on bizarrely pat-
terned or striped shirts, 1971 portended significant changes to come over the course of our 50-year mem-
bers’ careers. The 26th Amendment remains one of the most notable events of the year.   During World 
War II, then-President Roosevelt lowered the draft age to 18, and the 26th Amendment followed through 
on a national desire to acknowledge that those old enough to go to war were also old enough to cast a 
ballot. Three quarters of the states ratified the 26th Amendment in 1971.  
 Lawyers in 1971 employed the trusty electric typewriter to conduct much of their business, but our 
class of 50-year members were on the cusp of a technological revolution that today’s new members take 
for granted: in 1971, Intel released the world’s first microprocessor.  
 Amtrak sprang to life in 1971, just as Americans gained a new destination for vacation adventure 
in Florida’s Walt Disney World, which opened that year. The year also saw Led Zeppelin’s release of 
“Stairway to Heaven,” Bill Withers’ “Ain’t No Sunshine,” Rod Stewart’s “Maggie May,” Marvin Gaye’s 
“What’s Going On,” and, who could forget, Tony Orlando and Dawn’s “Knock Three Times.” What a 
year!  
 Perhaps topping even Disney World and “Stairway to Heaven,” New Hampshire played prominently 
in the national, and even global, historical events of the year. NASA’s Apollo 14 launched on January 31, 
1971. Commanding the Apollo 14 crew was the Granite State’s own Alan Shepard, born in Derry and a 
graduate of Pinkerton Academy. Shepard piloted the lunar module that landed on the moon.  While he 
was the fifth person to walk on the surface of the moon, he was the first to attempt to hit golf balls on the 
lunar surface. There’s nothing like low gravity to add distance to a tee shot!   
 We salute our 50-year members. They came of age and perfected their craft during 50 years of im-
mense change in the world and in the practice of law. They, however, remained keepers of “the New 
Hampshire way” and propagated it to succeeding generations of New Hampshire lawyers. In the pages 
that follow, they share their stories. I commend those stories to all of us as poignant reminders of the 
enduring value of our association and how we do things in New Hampshire as lawyers. Thank you, Class 
of 1971!

         —NHBA President, Daniel E. Will
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John M. Cunningham 
“Work hard and find good mentors.”

City/town of residence: Concord NH

Hometown: Sacramento, California. 

Family: Married to Martha Cunningham for 43 years (and still 
married to her); two daughters (Grayson (married to James Coale) 
and Dana (single)); three grandchildren (Charlie, Will and Brookie 
Coale)

Education: B.A., Fordham College; M.A. (philosophy), Fordham University; 
J.D. University of Pennsylvania Law School (1971)

Areas of Practice:  Heavy focus on LLC law and tax; federal tax (especially under 
IRC section 199A); general business practice

Current law firm or employer:  Self-employed; of counsel to McLane Middleton, 
P.A. 

John Cunningham earned his J.D. from the University of Pennsylvania Law 
School, in 1971.  He works full-time: Forming LLCs and handling other LLC legal 
and tax issues for his clients; Helping his clients maximize the annual 20% federal 
income tax deduction potentially available to them under Internal Revenue Code 
section 199A; Publishing weekly Concord Monitor Law in the Marketplace columns 
on legal and business issues for business owners and others; and Updating Drafting 
Limited Liability Company Operating Agreements, his LLC formbook and practice 

Paul Buffum
“What goes around comes around.”

City/town of residence: New London, NH

Hometown: Providence, RI

Family: Wife: Bevan; Children: Tina and Lori; six grandchildren

Education: Dartmouth College and Boston University Law

Military Service: US Army, Infantry

Robert T. Bloomenthal
City/town of residence: Pepperell, MA & Gilford, NH

Hometown: Newton, MA

Family: wife  Sandra Bloomenthal, Esq, sons Benjamin and Steven, 
Grandsons Avner and Aron

Education: Boston University and New England Law

Areas of Practice: Criminal and Family Law

Current law firm or employer: Bloomenthal Law Office

Robert Bloomenthal grew up in Newton, Massachusetts and is still practicing law 
after 50 years. 

Bloomenthal followed in the footsteps of his brothers who were just finishing up 
law school at the time he was admitted in the late 1960’s. 

One of his mentors at the time was Father Robert Drinan, the former Dean of 
Boston College Law School. Drinan, a Catholic priest, was elected to the U.S. House 
of Representatives from Mass. in 1970 on an anti-Vietnam war platform and held 
that position for 10 years. 

Bloomenthal’s most memorable case is Commonwealth v. Procopio, 984 N.E 2nd 
315 (2013), which overturned a 2nd degree murder conviction from the early 1990’s. 

When not practicing law, Bloomenthal is an active Mason and Shriner. He was 
also actively involved in the Boy Scouts when his children were young. 

Paul Buffum retired nearly four years ago, and while he says he doesn’t miss the 
worrying about “what could go wrong” any longer, he has many fond memories of 
the good times spent with people he otherwise would never have met.

 After graduating from college, Buffum says he was thrust into a leadership 
position as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army. 

 “There were good times and bad times, but I wouldn’t trade those two years 
for anything,” he says.

 After the Army, Buffum considered teaching or the law, and while he chose 
the latter this didn’t stop him from guiding clients and organizations through diffi-
cult situations throughout his career. 

 “I decided I would rather influence older minds rather than younger minds,” 
Buffum says, adding that his proudest achievements professionally involve having 
helped people on a personal level.

John B. Andrews
“Take every opportunity you can to network with  

your peers and others in all occupations and professions  
through the Bar and community groups.”

City/town of residence: Rochester, NH

Hometown: Born in Bridgton, Maine; raised in Yarmouth, Maine

Family: Spouse: Sharon B. Andrews; Children: Elizabeth Andrews 
Parker, Dover, N.H., John D. Andrews, Boxborough, MA, Matthew 
J. Andrews, South Portland, ME, Grandchildren:  9

Education: B.A. in Political Science, University of Southern Maine, 1968; J.D., 
University of Maine School of Law, 1971. Admitted in Maine and New Hamp-
shire and US District Court

Military Service: In 1965, I was in the USMC Platoon Leaders’ Class and spent 
8 weeks in Quantico, VA. I went back for the second summer of the program 
in 1967 but left for physical reasons. That was probably a blessing in disguise as 
1968 wasn’t a good time to be in Southeast Asia.

Past law firms or employers: Maine Municipal Association, New Hampshire 
Municipal Association

John B. Andrews, who received his J.D. from the University of Maine in 1971, 
didn’t practice law “in the traditional sense,” or ever have a case “per se.” That’s be-
cause Andrews has spent his career working as a Municipal Law attorney in Maine and 
New Hampshire where the work plays out in the form of policy and legislation. 

“I never had a “case” per se, but my most memorable experiences were the two 
State-wide referenda that I won and the creation of the insurance pools for local gov-
ernments. The insurance pools have saved taxpayers tens of millions of dollars and 
guaranteed an insurance marketplace for their member governments.”

Andrews has had jobs with the Maine Municipal Association, where he served as 
their first full-time lobbyist, and drafted legislation and amendments on municipal is-
sues. He also represented Maine municipalities before the Maine Legislature and the 
Congressional Delegation. 

In 1975 he moved to New Hampshire and was appointed Executive Director of the 
New Hampshire Municipal Association from which he retired in 2009. 

“My greatest accomplishment was the creation of four pooled, mutual insurance 
programs for municipalities, counties and school districts. Almost all government enti-
ties now belong to the unemployment compensation, workers’ compensation, health 
or property-liability insurance pools that I started beginning in the early 1980s,” An-
drews says. 

Andrews became an attorney after working with Barney Shur of Bernstein, Shur, 
Sawyer & Nelson in Portland, ME. Barney was the Corporation Counsel/Acting City 
Manager for the City of Portland when he was an Intern and, later, Administrative As-
sistant for the City manager’s office. 

In New Hampshire, Andrews says his mentors and heroes were Martin Gross, 
Dave Nixon and Kimon Zachos.

Andrews is proud to have received the New Hampshire Bar Association’s award 
for “Having Contributed the Most to the NH Bar Association” one year for his work 
on the Board selling the old Pleasant Street building and acquiring the bar association’s 
current offices on Pillsbury Street.

In addition to the work he has done for the Maine and New Hampshire Municipal 
Associations, Andrews has also served on the Board of Governors of the NH Bar As-
sociation, the Maine & NH labor boards, the board of directors of the National League 
of Cities, the NH Center for Public Policy Studies, and the New England Municipal 
Center. 

“After 50 years of ‘practice’ and 75 years of life, I’m just pleased to reach this 50-year 
milestone,” Andrews says. “I had always expected to enter a traditional law practice 
but learned that a legal education opens up a wide variety of possible careers. I never 
imagined I’d end up doing what I did.” 

Areas of Practice: General Business

Current law firm or employer: Retired

Past law firms or employers: Herrick and Smith, Boston, MA; George C. Perkins-
New Bedford, MA; Nashua Corp.; Joann Fabrics Corporation
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Laurence J. Gillis
“As to the law, you should ‘know a little bit about everything, and 

some things well.’ I suggest that you read, scan, or brief every single  
case that comes out of the NH Supreme Court, on an ongoing basis. 
Don’t kill yourself doing it, of course, but do it. That way, your legal  
education will continue until the day you die. The alternative is too 

terrible to contemplate, because you will be rotting in place.” 

City/town of residence: Cape Coral, FL (since 2008).

Hometown: (Beachmont) Revere, MA

Family: (wife) Marcia Chilson Gillis; (children, by Margaretta Arch-
bald Gillis): Maggie Gillis, Sarah Harrison, Carolyn Gillis, Larry Gillis

Education: Phillips Academy (Andover, 1960); Harvard University (AB, 1964); 
Boston University (LLB, 1971) continued

Gary W. Holmes
City/town of residence: Currently of Kittery, Maine (Formerly of Rye 
Beach, NH)

Hometown: Sterling, Mass

Family: Patricia C. Holmes (Married 52 years); Children: Bennett W. 
Holmes; Alexander W. Holmes

Education: Boston University (BA 1968); Boston University (JD 1971)

Areas of Practice: General Practice with Civil and trial work, 24 years; Estate 
Planning for 25 years

Current law firm or employer: Retired, non practicing status

Past law firms or employers: Treat and Tetler (1971-1973; Tetler and Holmes 
(1973-1983); Holmes and Ells (1983-2018)

Gary W. Holmes earned his J.D. at Boston University in 1971 and began prac-
ticing law that year on the seacoast with Treat and Tetler. 

While in law school, Holmes says he would often study at the Harvard Uni-
versity law library under the portrait of Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. Justice Holmes, famous for his opinions on civil liberties and American 
constitutional democracy.

Laurence J. Gillis has been living in Florida since 2008 but most of his career 
was spent in New Hampshire practicing criminal law as a prosecutor and defense 
attorney.

After graduating with his LLB from Boston University in 1971, Gillis worked 
for Junkins and Gillis in Hampton until 1979. While there, he also worked part 
time as the Seabrook town prosecutor and, in 1980, he became the Concord city 
prosecutor. From 1985-1998, Gillis ran the Gillis Law Office and from 1999-2003 
he was a trial attorney for NH DCYF in the Salem office. He currently teaches at 
the University of Maryland as an adjunct professor. 

Gillis served as chair of the NH House of Representatives Appropriations sub-
committee on justice. He recommends getting elected to the House, “where you 
can meet everyone who is clinically alive in NH, at least at that moment in time.”

Throughout his career Gillis has been a part of a number of memorable cases 
in New Hampshire including United States v. Mark Huddleston, James Pechewlys 
v. Winnacunnet School Board and State v. Daniel Bramwell. 

Looking back on his career, Gillis says he’s “kinda surprised to have made it this 
far,” having never taken a course in legal ethics in law school. 

“Specifically, I learned about legal ethics mostly by watching other lawyers get 
blown up, usually for stealing the clients’ money, or for sleeping with them, or both.  
(I did neither, but thanks for asking).”

Gilllis chose to make the legal profession his calling because, as he says, “I never 
seriously considered any other calling other than ‘criminal lawyer.’”

“I guess I fancied myself to be a “Luke Skywalker” of some sort, long before 
there was any such thing. Whether it was a good fit or not really didn’t matter.”

When it comes to his proudest achievement, Gillis says, it was being on the 
Board of Governors for the New Hampshire Bar Association. There, he says, he 
had a chance to work with “some really accomplished ‘pezzonovantes.’”

Pezzonovantes is a Sicilian term meaning “.95 caliber” or “big shot.”
“Let me put it this way: there is nothing so admirable as a thoroughly competent 

lawyer at the height of his (or her) abilities, working a difficult problem. Locally, 
they can be found most easily on the BOG,” he says.

And as for what his time serving in the military taught him, Gillis refers to an old 
army saying “there’s the right way, the wrong way, and the Army way.”

“I eventually came to respect solving a problem doing it the Army way, ‘by the 
numbers,’” he says, adding. “That was not always the case.”

Military Service: Captain, US Army; Commanding Officer, 437th Military 
Police Company, Orleans France (1964-1967)

Areas of Practice: mostly criminal law (prosecution AND defense)

Current law firm or employer: Professor of Legal Studies (adjunct, online, 
University of Maryland Global Campus, 2008-present)

Past law firms or employers: Junkins & Gillis (Hampton, 1972-1979); Seabrook 
Town Prosecutor (part-time, 1973-1974); Concord City Prosecutor (1980-
1982); Tetler, Salomon, Gillis & DeKavis (Hampton, 1983-1985); Gillis Law 
Office (1985-1998); Assistant Strafford County Attorney(1998); trial attorney 
NH DCYF (1999-2003, Salem office); Instructor in Legal Studies (2001-2008, 
Kaplan University, adjunct, online); Professor of Legal Studies (2008-present, 
University of Maryland Global Campus, adjunct, online).

James F. Early
“Give your best effort every day. Remain steady and grounded.  

Don’t get too high or too low.” 

City/town of residence: Woodbridge, CT

Hometown: Derby, CT

Family: Wife: Mary Edith Early; Sons: Ethan Early and Brian Early

Education: Harvard College, A.B., 1968; Boston University School 
of Law, J.D., 1971

Areas of Practice: Personal Injury, Products Liability, Toxic Torts, Asbestos 
Litigation

Current law firm or employer: Early, Lucarelli, Sweeney & Meisenkothen LLC 
(New Haven, CT) and The Early Law Firm LLC (New York, New York)

Past law firms or employers: Burns, Bryant, Hinchey, Cox & Shea (Dover, NH); 
Sklarz & Early (New Haven, CT), Thornton & Early (Boston, MA) 

James Francis Early, a graduate of Harvard College and Boston University 
School of Law, says he is fortunate to have been able to enjoy his life’s work. 

Early’s choice to enter the profession of law came from a desire to help those 
less fortunate and to gain a broad knowledge across “multiple facets of life.” 

 “I wanted to help others, especially those less fortunate,” Early says.
 Early’s first mentor was noted Dover trial lawyer Bob Hinchey. Also instrumen-

tal over the decades has been the counsel and friendship of Michael Thornton and 
John Barrett (both Burns, Bryant, Hinchey alumni) and the deceased American As-
sociation of Justice trial stalwart Ronald L. Motley. Early’s career has been devoted 
to representing plaintiffs against the powerful, the last 42 of which have been mainly 
devoted to obtaining justice for his clients against the asbestos industry. 

 When Early isn’t practicing law, he can be found out on the golf course enjoy-
ing the scenery and probably hitting too many golf shots and contributing to civics 
organizations such as the Early Family Foundation which provides aid to people in 
need and scholarship assistance to deserving students. 

 “I can’t believe how quickly time has passed. I’m proud to have represented 
so many people seeking justice against wrongdoers.”  

manual, and his treatise on section 199A, both published by Wolters Kluwer. 
Drafting Limited Liability Company Operating Agreements is the only limited 

liability company (“LLC”) formbook and practice manual that addresses in a com-
prehensive and sophisticated manner the entire process of planning, negotiating, and 
drafting LLC operating agreements and handling LLC formations. 

Maximizing Pass-Through Deductions under Internal Revenue Code Section 
199A, provides comprehensive guidance to pass-through business owners and their 
professional advisers about how to obtain Section 199A deductions and how to ac-
complish the above structuring and restructuring to maximize these deductions.

Cunningham says he decided to become a lawyer after deciding not to continue 
with philosophy which was his original professional interest. 

Over the years and on top of the textbooks he has written, Cunningham has also 
written dozens of articles for lawyers and the general public. He has also taught legal 
and tax seminars for the New Hampshire Bar and other groups.

Cunningham helped found the Kent Street Coalition, a neighborhood-based 
Concord, NH progressive citizen activist coalition.

Asked how he feels to have reached the 50-year milestone, he says he’s lucky to 
be still practicing five days a week and half of each Saturday. 
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Aaron A. Lipsky
“Put in the extra time to always prepare your cases  

to the best of your ability.”

City/town of residence: Keene, New Hampshire

Hometown: Keene, New Hampshire

Family (partner, children): none

Education: University of Chicago; Keene State College, BA; Boston 
College Law School, JD

Areas of Practice: General Practice

Current law firm or employer: Inactive Status

Past law firms or employers: Law Offices of William D. Tribble, Jaffrey, New 
Hampshire; Law Offices of Aaron A. Lipsky, Keene, New Hampshire;
Law Offices of Pamela P. Little, (of Counsel), Keene, New Hampshire

Aaron A. Lipsky, a 3 term mayor of Keene, N.H., earned his JD from Boston 
College Law School and practiced law in Jaffrey and Keene during his long career as 
an attorney. 

 Lipsky’s choice to become a lawyer, he says, had a lot to do with the fact that he 
had been around lawyers since he was a child.

 “My father, Rubin Lipsky, (also a fifty-year member of the NH Bar) and his best 
friends were lawyers and I came to believe that the law would be a good way to earn 
a living while helping people.”

 Lipsky says he gained valuable training starting out as a lawyer from his father, as 
well as his first employer, William D. Tribble, who handled a variety of legal issues 
facing people living in small towns. 

 These formative experiences formed the backdrop for one of Lipsky’s most 

Lawrence A. Kelly
“Become associated with a firm of experienced attorneys who are  

willing and able to spend time with you and become your mentors.”

City of residence:  West Lebanon, NH 

Hometown:  I was born and grew up in St. Louis, MO but have lived 
in the Lebanon area for the past 50 years.

Family:  I am married to Lorraine Tompkins Kelly.  We have 2 
children, Megan Tompkins Kelly and John Sheridan Kelly.

Education:  AB St. Louis University, JD Harvard Law School

Areas of Practice:  Real Estate

Current law firm or employer:  Retired

Past law firms or employers:  (In reverse order) Orr & Reno PA; Dartmouth 
College; Daschbach Kelly Cooper & Hotchkiss PA; Struckhoff & Kelly; Baker & 
Page; and (in Wilmington Del) Morris Nichols Arsht & Tunnell

Most memorable case: Representing Dartmouth College in the set of real estate 
transactions which resulted in the assembly of the Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical 
Center campus and in the creation of the Centerra Planned Business Park.

Born and raised in St. Louis, MO, Laurence A. Kelly, or “Larry,” as he is 
known, eventually moved east to complete his J.D. at Harvard Law School. Shortly 
after this, he found his way to Lebanon, N.H., where he practiced real estate law 
for over 50 years. 

“It’s hard to believe that it’s been 51 years since I graduated from law school,” 
Kelly says, reflecting on his career.  “I was blessed with wonderful colleagues and 
generally enjoyed my practice, but I’ve been happily retired since 2015.”

Kelly says he became a lawyer because the field suited his interests and abilities 
and that it provided a number of career opportunities. 

And over the years of practicing law, Kelly has established a number of close 
relationships. 

“There are too many to name,” Kelly says, “I’ve had many able, ethical, colle-
gial compatriots over the years. My biggest hope, looking back, is that my clients 
and peers respected and trusted me.”

Kelly has been a solid part of his community, volunteering and serving on nu-
merous non-profit boards, many involving the performing arts. 

“The most meaningful involvement turns out to be the latest, the Grafton Coun-
ty Senior Citizens Council,” he says.  

The Citizens Council operates all of the senior centers as well as the meals on 
wheels programs, and provides transportation and many other services to seniors 
across all of Grafton County.

Holmes served as council for the town of Seabrook during the time when the 
Seabrook Nuclear Power Plant was constructed, and he recalls the demonstrations 
and changes the plant brought to the region. 

“A sleepy little border town was transformed into the world of commerce when 
the Seabrook Nuclear Plant was constructed,” Holmes says. “The intense demon-
strations, political notoriety, money and pressure to commercialize brought life 
changes to the residents and the seacoast and unique challenges to me.”  

When it comes to wisdom for new attorneys Holmes has the following piece of 
solid advice.

“Set fast, early in life, the good and really important things, take the time to re-
member them and if you can, build on them. They will hold you tightly when the 
times role from the ups and downs.”

Holmes says he is no longer practicing law officially but still passes along his 
“accumulated wisdom” to various charitable organizations that he works with. 

“I miss dearly the relationships with my clients and their families and the skills 
and confidence I gained in my estate planning serve me well in retirement.”

Holmes is most proud of helping family members find and hold onto what he 
refers to as those “thoughtful treasures of both memories and possessions” from 
their parents or loved ones.

  “They hopefully will pass down these memories to future generations with the 
love still attached.”

 Over the years, Holmes has participated in competitive sports and been in-
volved with a number of youth sports organizations, Boy Scouts, the Church and 
Bar and his two long time loves: Operation Blessing, a seacoast relief organization 
serving the homeless, elderly and children, and Child Voice Int., an organization 
serving girls and their children in war torn areas of Africa. 

Gary W. Holmes continued Raymond J. Kelly

Raymond J. Kelly spent the first eight years of his career working for New 
Hampshire Legal Assistance before going into private practice.

In the early 1980s, Kelly was part of a case that was heard by the U.S. Supreme 
Court.  White v. NHDES initially involved a New Hampshire social security unem-
ployment claim by Richard H. White. After this case was settled in favor of White, 
he sought an award of attorney fees. 

White initially filed a motion requesting an award of attorney’s fees under the 
Civil Rights Attorney’s Fees Awards Act of 1976, 42 U.S.C. 1988. The District 
Court granted attorney’s fees and denied respondents’ subsequent motion to va-
cate the consent decree. The Court of Appeals then reversed the District Court’s 
decision to award attorney’s fees under 1988.

The case was argued at the U.S. Supreme Court on November 30, 1981, and a 
decision to award the plaintiff attorney fees was made March 2, 1982.

Kelly says it was his desire to help others that led to his choice of law as a pro-
fession. 

“I always admired Thurgood Marshall,” he says. “And Doug Crockett of Con-
necticut was a wonderful mentor.”

Looking back, Kelly says time has flown by and that he’s the proudest of his 
time spent working with the National Organization of Social Security Claimants’ 
Representatives (NOSSCR) and with Legal Services. 

“I can’t believe its been 50 years,” he says.   

City of residence:  Needham, Mass.

Hometown:  Bronxville, N.Y.

Family:  Suzanne (spouse); Kara 46, Ryan 41, (children)

Education: Xavier University, B.A. 1968; Boston College Law 
School, J.D. 1971

Areas of Practice:  Administrative Law, Social Security Disability, Unemployment 
Compensation

Current law firm or employer:  Retired, April 2017

Past law firms or employers: New Hampshire Legal Assistance, 1971-1979; 
Private practice 1979-2017

Most memorable case: White v. NHDES, U.S. Supreme Court
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Peter J. McDonough
It has been a great honor to be a member of the New Hampshire 

Bar Association. It’s hard to believe it’s been 50 years since I was sworn 
in as a new attorney. 

My heroes and mentors are my older brother, Attorney Joseph 
M. McDonough III and my younger brother Attorney Paul A. Mc-
Donough. I am most proud of the years I was able to serve the Hillsbor-
ough County as the County Attorney and the Department of Safety as a 
Hearing Examiner.

Both my older brother and younger brother have always been an invaluable 
source of advice and assistance to me and to whom I am greatly indebted.

Silas Little III
City/town of residence:  Francestown, NH

Hometown:  Francestown, NH

Family: Theresa A. Kirouac-Little, spouse; Anna-Liisa and Kather-
ine, daughters:  Wheaton and Amos, sons

Education:  Haverford College, B.A.; Yale Law School, J.D.; Boston University, 
LL.M. in Taxation

Areas of Practice:  Small town, small firm civil practice

Current law firm or employer:  Fernald, Taft, Falby and Little, P.A.

Past law firms or employers:  Devine, Millimet, Stahl and Branch

Silas Little received his J.D. from Yale Law School, his LL.M in taxation from 
Boston University and he worked for Devine, Millimet, Stahl and Branch. 

Being a lawyer, Little says, gave him some choice in where he could live. “Of 
course, once there, there was the penalty to change.” 

His mentors are:  E. Donald Dufresne; John S. Holland; J. Michael McDonough; 
Joseph A. Millimet and Norman H. Stahl. 

When considering some of his most memorable cases, three come to mind for 
Little. There was one involving a pig farm that was going well until the farmer stopped 
following the NH Co-op Extension Advice, one involving the rescinding of a house 
purchase after the new owners discovered the upstairs had been used as a litter box 
for 20 years and the defeat of an asserted right-of-way road across a client’s land. To 
this day, Little says, the tract has been conserved, and not “turned into house lots.”

 Over the years, Little, who is still practicing law, has served as a library trustee, 
zoning board member and chair, and the town clock winder.

 Asked how it feels to have reached the 50-year milestone, he says:
 “I detect a typo - millstone. I am too old to die young.”

memorable experiences as an attorney involving a judgment on a debt owed to the 
Vermont National Bank. Lipsky’s client had been taken to Keene District Court 
where she had been held until she came up with $300 cash bail (almost $900 in 
today’s dollars). 

“I asked her if she had ignored a summons or subpoena for a court hearing. She 
answered that she had not; she had received no notification of any kind and, in fact, 
no hearing had been scheduled on that day for the missed payments.” 

 After discovering the court had shown no interest in learning the reasons for his 
client’s missed payments or possible inability to pay before issuing the writ for her 
arrest, Lipsky says he moved to quash the writ of capias and recover the bail. 

“It seemed to me like something out of a Nineteenth Century Dickens novel, not 
something that should be happening in the Twentieth Century.”

 After the district court denied the motion, Lipsky appealed the decision to the 
New Hampshire Supreme Court and won. In May 1982, the Court ruled “that the 
use of ex parte capias writs to initiate collection or civil contempt proceedings before 
the debtor has been given an opportunity to appear voluntarily for a hearing” violat-
ed the defendant’s due process rights; moreover, it went on to order that the entire 
municipal and superior court systems establish rules to prohibit such practices.  The 
court remanded the case, quashed the capias, and ordered the $300 bail returned. 

 “I am proud that I helped many ordinary people in my legal career, that I prac-
ticed in all the courts, and that I had the opportunity to argue cases before the New 
Hampshire Supreme Court,” Lipsky says.”

 Lipsky’s community service has involved working for various organizations and 
serving on a number of boards, but “undoubtedly,” he says, “the most meaning-
ful was being elected three times by my fellow citizens to be Mayor of the City of 
Keene.”

Joseph F. McDowell
“Work hard and be fair to everyone.  

Try hard to balance your personal life.”

City/town of residence:  Manchester, NH

Hometown:  Manchester, NH

Family: Partner: Elaine St. Cyr; two adults sons

Education: Providence College, 1968; Suffolk University Law 
School, 1971

Areas of Practice:  Personal Injury

Current law firm or employer: McDowell & Morrissette, PA

Past law firms or employers: McDowell & Osburn; Cullity, Kelley & McDowell; 
Craig, Wenners, Craig & McDowell

Joseph F. McDowell says he became a lawyer because of a desire to help others 
and that is what he set out to do following his graduation from Suffolk University 
Law School in 1971. 

 McDowell has spent his career as a personal injury attorney obtaining com-
pensation for injured victims. One of his most memorable cases involved serving 
as lead counsel for over 80 women injured by the Dalkon Shield, a brand of intra-
uterine device found to cause severe injury to a disproportionately large percentage 
of women.

 McDowell, who has been active with the Boys and Girls Club, Catholic Char-
ities as well as local sports teams when his sons were in school, says he feels for-
tunate to have reached the 50-year milestone. He continues to serve as an active 
member of the New Hampshire Supreme Court Committee on Character and 
Fitness. 

282 River Road, Manchester, NH  03104
Phone:  603-623-9300   Fax:  603-623-5390

Congratulations Joe McDowell on your 

50th Anniversary  
As a Member of the New Hampshire Bar Association

We congratulate Joseph F. McDowell, III as he attains  
fifty years in the practice of law.

Joe has expressed that it has been his honor to practice law in the service of his clients.  
Joe has exemplified professionalism throughout his career through loyalty and dedication 
to his clients’ interests, and he has done so with an unyielding work ethic.  Joe’s work on  

behalf of  his clients has been determined and he retained his inquisitive style.

Our office is honored to work with Joe and we celebrate his accomplishment.

55060-Joe McDowell 50 Years_.indd   155060-Joe McDowell 50 Years_.indd   1 5/21/21   2:36 PM5/21/21   2:36 PM
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Bruce E. Mohl
“Put in the time to prepare every case and you will be fine.”

City/town of residence:  Meredith, NH; Bonita Springs, FL

Hometown:  Tarrytown, NY

Family: Marian Tucker;  children: Jessica & Katherine 

Education: Hamilton College, AB; Boston University School of 
Law, JD

Areas of Practice:  Civil Trial Practice; Arbitration & Mediation

Current law firm or employer: Solo Mediation & Arbitration

Past law firms or employers: Greater Boston Legal Services; Assistant  Attorney 
General, Commonwealth of Massachusetts; Deputy Attorney General of New 
Hampshire; Associate Justice, NH Superior Court

While Attorney Bruce E. Mohl says he didn’t have any “earth-shattering mo-
ments or lofty goals” determining his decision to become a lawyer, his life’s work 
has demonstrated his strong desire to make a difference in people’s lives.  

Mohl, a graduate of Boston University School of Law, got to work making a 
difference early in his career in Boston where he worked on a class-action suit 
challenging unsafe conditions in public housing in the city. The case, litigated over 
five years, culminated in 1980 with the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court’s 
appointment of a receiver for the public housing agency. 

Malcolm R. McNeill
“Be prepared and be honest. Have respect for the Courts  

and opposing counsel. Keep clients well informed and  
promptly respond to their questions.”

City/town of residence:  Durham, N.H.

Hometown:  Peabody, Mass.

Family: Vi McNeill (wife), Jenna and Adam McNeill (children)

Education: Tufts University, B.A. 1968; Boston University School 
of Law, J.D., 1971

Areas of Practice: Land use, Planning and Zoning, Real Estate Development 
and related litigation

Current law firm or employer: Retired, 2014

Past law firms or employers: Cooper Hall and Walker; Barrett and McNeill; 
McNeill, Taylor and Gallo

Malcolm R. McNeill received his J.D. from Boston University in 1971 and 
retired in 2014.

McNeill says he misses the intellectual challenges that come with practicing law 
as well as the satisfaction of serving clients well.

“I don’t miss the very long hours, the deadlines and numerous night-time public 
hearings,” he says.

McNeill says he chose to become a lawyer because he wanted to “be his own 
boss” and because he wanted to make a positive difference for people. 

“Lawyers have a unique role in society and I always felt that being a lawyer was 
more than just a job.”

Some of his heroes include Justices Bill Grimes and Joe Nadeau, and attorney 
Fred Hall.

Over the years, McNeill represented both municipalities and commercial de-
velopers, assisting both in the often-challenging real estate development process 
that led to the creation of residential and commercial projects that provided hun-
dreds of homes and jobs.

McNeill has been actively involved in his community over the years, serving as 
a member and Chairperson of the Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce, officer 
and member of the Board of Trustees of Wentworth Douglas Hospital and a 
member of the Dover Rotary Club for 38 years. 

“Rotary’s motto is ‘service above self’ and I have been privileged to serve and 
support many Rotary projects both in New Hampshire and internationally. Rotary 
has been the most meaningful community service to me.” 

“While I left the case after leading the appeal, the receiver was successful in 
eliminating the corrosive effects of long-term city patronage and ushered in very 
significant state and federal resources leading to markedly improved conditions in 
public housing in Boston over the following  decade,” Mohl says. 

 Over his long career Mohl has served as a Supervisory Superior Court Justice 
for Strafford and Carroll counties. It was in Strafford County, where he retired in 
2007, that Mohl says some of his proudest achievements occurred. One of those 
achievements was the establishment of the first adult drug court in the New Hamp-
shire Superior Court in 2003. 

 “It could not have happened but for the collaborative work with great court 
staff, attorneys in the County Attorney’s Office and from the Public Defender in 
Strafford County, dedicated staff and professionals from Strafford County and lo-
cal mental health providers,” Mohl says. “The great success of the Strafford Coun-
ty Drug Court has been in changing the way we look at drug addiction in criminal 
cases.”

 The Strafford County Drug Court became the model that has been adopted 
statewide for the superior court by current Chief Justice Tina Nadeau.

 Today Mohl is a solo mediator with an emphasis on complex business, com-
mercial, employment, professional, malpractice, and personal injury cases. 

Asked how he feels about reaching the 50-year milestone, he says:
“Extraordinary that it has been a lifetime in practice and on the bench, but only 

seems like yesterday that it all began.”  

James E. Ritzo
“Don’t write it if you can say it. Don’t say it if you don’t have to.” 

City/town of residence:  Portsmouth, N.H.

Hometown:  Portsmouth, N.H.

Family: Wife of 52 years and four children

Education:  UNH, Suffolk Law School

Areas of Practice:  General

Current law firm or employer: Retired

Past law firms or employers: Griffin, Harrington, Brigham

James Ritzo retired in 2018, but over his 47-year career he had his share of 
interesting cases. 

There was the murder on Newcastle beach which led to an estate dispute.
There was a sinking Athenaeum building, and a man who had drugs passed to 

him by his wife through a courtroom kiss, then collapsed while knocking over a 
pitcher of water on a courtroom table. 

There was the woman who threw her baby off the Interstate 95 bridge before 
jumping herself. He said both survived and the mother was committed to a hos-
pital.

In a Portsmouth Herald article from several years ago, he even spoke of a client 
who fell into a Seabrook septic tank after a snow plow had knocked off the cover. 

Throughout his successful career as an attorney in the Seacoast and all over the 
state, Ritzo has held on to his class picture from 1971. 

“Half of them are gone,” he said to a Herald reporter in 2018, recalling his law 
career began with a private practice and “a lot of title work.” 

Remember When...

The untitled fourth studio 
album by the English rock 
band Led Zeppelin, commonly 
known as Led Zeppelin IV, 
was released on 8 November 
1971 by Atlantic Records. The 
album is notable for featuring 
“Stairway to Heaven”, which 
has been described as the 
band’s signature song.
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Robert H. Rowe
“My best advice to all NH lawyers was expressed  

by Attorney Sherman Horton, long before he was named to the  
Supreme Court; he said, “the primary job of a New Hampshire  

lawyer is to resolve disputes, not litigate them.” 

City/town of residence: Amherst, NH

Hometown: Born on June 18, 1932 in Pittsburgh PA 

Education: Educated and early employment with Westinghouse Electric in 
Pittsburgh until 1961 when I was transferred to Indiana.

Family: Widower (my wife, Helen, of 61 years, died in 2018), son Andrew lives 
in Amherst.

Education: BBA from the University of Pittsburgh in 1956, received following 
my military service. JD from Suffolk Law School in 1970.

Military Service: United States 4th Armored Division from 1953 to 1955.

Areas of Practice: General practice of law with emphasis on real estate, family 
law, probate, and business law. Appointed by Governor Walter Peterson as a 
special justice.

Born in 1932, Robert H. Rowe began his career at the age of 40 after working 
for Westinghouse Electric in Pittsburgh and then Indiana. 

While Rowe has been retired from the practice of law for over 30 years, he has 
remained busy, serving in the NH House of Representatives for 19 years, and as a 
Hillsborough county commissioner for the past five years.

“As a second-career new lawyer at the age of 40 and with a family, passing the 
Bar was only the first step, the easy one,” Rowe says.  “As an outsider with no 
New Hampshire legal or business connections, finding employment was far more 
difficult.”

Thanks to the assistance of retired NH Supreme Court Judge Amos Blandin, 
Rowe says he was able to find employment with Attorney Charles Sullivan in Wil-
ton, and then David Woodbury with whom he shared a practice in Milford.

His most memorable case over the years as an attorney happened in the early 
70s and involved a house collapse that was due to contractor negligence. The case 
was appealed to the Supreme Court and resulted in the Court setting the law that 
all insurance policies must be written in clear and understandable language. 

Rowe’s most memorable case as a Special Justice was in the Milford District 
Court involving two unemployed individuals arrested for removing rail-road tracks 
and selling them to a scrap dealer. 

“The removal was an arduous and noisy task, and they were certain to be appre-
hended,” Rowe says, “thus establishing the view that the primary motivating fact for 
most crimes committed by individuals in New Hampshire was stupidity.”

Rowe says he feels blessed to have had the opportunity to live in New Hamp-
shire and to have practiced law during a time when there were few practicing attor-
neys.

“And they were all known to each other, either personally or by reputation,” 
he says. “There was a bond of trust and collegiality between attorneys (except for 
a few, and we all knew who they were). There were giants in the NH Bar, David 
Nixon, Jack Middleton, Kim Zachos. These and others set the standards for the 
practice of law and dealing with the public and clients.”

Rowe recalled an experience that illustrates his latter point about setting stan-
dards.

“David Nixon, myself and our wives dined out one evening about 10 years ago. 
As we were leaving the restaurant, a woman seated at a table across the room sud-
denly rose from her table and rushed towards us and in a, not too soft a voice said, 
‘Are you David Nixon, the attorney?’ I shuddered as to what would come next, but 
David said, ‘Yes, I am.’”

“Her response was: ‘you represented my mother 40 years ago. You saved her 
life. I just want to thank you.’”

“As I look back at that evening, I wonder how many of us would be remem-
bered and thanked decades after a representation? It was a smaller and more per-
sonal Bar then.”

Rowe says his military service allowed him to visit most of the country and to 
meet and know men and women from all over the United States.

And his practice in the law, he says, allowed him to serve Amherst as a Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment member for over forty years, as a member of the New 
Hampshire House of Representatives and as chair of the judiciary committee.

“Retirement also gave me time to write four books regarding the town of Am-
herst.”

James Q. Shirley
“Stay focused on the human interest.”  

As my partner, Mike Dunn, who relished practicing law, 
once said to me, “I can’t believe I get paid money to do this.”

City/town of residence:  Goffstown, NH

Hometown:  Goffstown, NH

Education: Dartmouth, BA; San Francisco State University - MA; 
University of San Francisco School of Law - JD

Areas of Practice:  Litigation, commercial disputes, professional negligence, 
product liability, toxic torts, real estate and insurance coverage

Current law firm or employer: Sheehan Phinney Bass & Green - 50 years

James Quincy Shirley’s path towards a legal career began with a broken neck.
In 1965, Jim was involved in a surfing accident that resulted in transient quad-

riplegia that causes a temporary loss of motor and often sensory function in the 
arms and legs.

It was during his time in the hospital, he says, that his neurosurgeon, concerned 
that his future might be limited to a life of the mind, required him to memorize 
the Bill of Rights and recite them on command. And as Jim recalls, “It unfolded 
from there.”

 Graduating from the University of San Francisco School of Law with a J.D. Jim 
eventually went to work for Sheehan Phinney, the only firm he has worked at for 
50 years. 

Jim is a member of the American College of Trial Lawyers and has been in-
volved in land protection issues over the years, serving on the Piscataqua Land 
Conservancy Board of Trustees.

Asked how he feels to have reached the 50-year milestone, he says, “Still prac-
ticing and still enjoying it.”

Boston  •  Concord  •  Manchester  •  Portsmouth  •  Upper Valley

s h e e h a n . c o m

Congratulations

We are thankful for Jim’s unparalleled 
talents, thoughtful guidance and 
graciousness. We look forward to many 
years of the same, as he continues to 
serve the firm, its clients, and our 
community. We will also continue to 

Sheehan Phinney congratulates 
James Q. Shirley 
on 50 Years of exemplary legal service. 

enjoy watching him adroitly manage all of his 
considerable professional responsibilities while also 
regularly mountain biking, playing piano and guitar, 
and skiing moguls, among many other pursuits.
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Rodney L. Stark
“Be honest.”

City/town of residence:  Goffstown, NH

Hometown:  Goffstown, NH

Family: Sons: Cory and Mica Stark; Grandsons: Owen and Finn 
Stark; Granddaughters: Fairen and Sylvia Stark; Fiance: Charlotte 
Gilman; Trusty sidekick: Bailey, my Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

Education: Purdue, B.A., 1968; UConn School of Law, J.D., 1971

Areas of Practice: My office is a full service law firm, including representation 
in civil litigation, probate practice, and estate planning.  I have a history of 
representing both contractors and consumers in construction law disputes, 
defending professional liability claims, and providing advisement on real estate 
transactions and business organization and management. My paralegal, Marie St. 
Cyr, has been an integral part of my law practice for the past thirty-nine years.  

Current law firm or employer:  The Law Office of Rodney L. Stark, P.A.
 
Past law firms or employers: Wyman, Bean & Tefft; Wyman & Bean; Wyman, 
Bean & Stark; Stark & Peltonen

Rodney Stark is still practicing law after all these years, and he says he enjoys 
doing so “on a daily basis!”

Stark graduated from the University of Connecticut School of Law in 1971 with 
a J.D. and went to work shortly after that where he encountered a number of cases 
involving construction law disputes as well as probate, civil litigation, and estate 
planning. 

One of his most memorable cases, he says, was Morgenroth & Associates, Inc. 
and Seaward Construction v. Town of Hudson, NH.

Stark represented Morgenroth & Associates in this federal advisory jury trial 
which began in December of 1981 in the U.S. District Court for the District of New 
Hampshire. The trial, which lasted six months, was the longest running civil jury tri-
al in the history of the State of New Hampshire at the time. It resulted in combined 
verdicts in favor of Morgenroth and Seaward in the amount of $1,800,000.00.  

“My first handwritten timeslip regarding the matter is in a frame in my office. It 
reflects a brief call with the client regarding a simple ‘collection case.’”  

Before entering the field of law, Stark was headed for a degree in veterinary 
medicine. But he soon changed majors to political science, and, in retrospect, he 
says, “it was the right decision because it was my first step to becoming a lawyer!”

 After graduating from law school in 1971, Stark was hired by Attorney Stan 
Tefft and began working for Wyman, Bean & Tefft.  His first introduction to the 
Honorable Arthur E. Bean, Jr., who had not yet been appointed as a Judge, was 
shortly after he was hired.  

“One day, I was doing some research in the conference room. Judge Bean 
walked in and said, in his matter-of-fact way, ‘Who are you and what are you doing 
here,’” Stark recalls. “From that time forward, the Judge has been an important 
figure in my legal career, as well as a friend.”     

Having been a self-employed attorney for most of his legal career, Stark says 
he has always treated all of his clients fairly, honestly and professionally. He says 
a highlight has been receiving simple thank you notes from clients for his services.  

Outside of practicing law, civic engagement has been an important part of 
Stark’s life, he says. He has served as the Town Moderator for Goffstown, New 
Hampshire, for forty years, being first elected in 1980 and was named Volunteer of 
the Year by the Town of Goffstown in 2020. He has also served on the Goffstown 
Conservation Commission and as an alternate on the Goffstown Historic District 
Commission. 

“And I have been a proud member of the Goffstown Historical Society, the 
New Hampshire Historical Society, the Manchester Historic Association, the New 
Boston Artillery Company, and the Friends of Stark Park.”  

Robert S. Span
“Always remember you are a member of an honorable 

profession and an officer of the court; 
Pay attention to detail; little things do matter.”

City/town of residence:  Brentwood, NH

Hometown:  New York City

Family:  Married to Crystal Span for 50 years – we were married two 
months before the NH bar exam.  Son, Evan

Education:  Dartmouth College, A.B. 1967; Yale Law School, J.D. 1971

Military Service:  National Guard and Army Reserve, 1969-1975

Areas of Practice: Civil Litigation, Aviation Law

Current law firm or employer: Steinbrecher & Span LLP

Past law firms or employers:  Normandin, Cheney & O’Neill, Laconia, 1971-
1973; U.S. Senator Thomas J. McIntyre (NH), Washington, 1973-1976; Paul 
Hastings LLP, Los Angeles, 1976-2009

Robert Span attended Dartmouth College and graduated from Yale Law School 
with a J.D. in 1971. 

While still practicing today, Span says he is more selective about what work he 
takes on. 

Looking back on the choice to become a lawyer, Span says he’s not sure the 
exact reason, but recalls that when he was young, he always wanted to be a lawyer. 
His heroes, he says, were Clarence Darrow and Perry Mason.  

And as for mentors that have shaped his career, Span points towards the first 
attorney he worked with.

“I have worked with many great lawyers over 50 years, but my first, and best, 
mentor was Paul Normandin in Laconia.”

Span is particularly proud of being recognized as one of the leading lawyers na-
tionally in his area of specialization and for being elected Chair of the ABA Forum 
on Air & Space Law.

He’s also grateful for having had the chance to be a senior partner in a top-25 
international law firm.

“It is hard to believe it has been 50 years and I still enjoy it,” Span says.  
Outside of his practice, Span says the most meaningful community service in-

volvement has been serving on the Boards of the Los Angeles and New Hamp-
shire Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.  

“Both organizations do great work in helping animals and people.”

From your staff and friends at

Congratulations to 
Rodney L. Stark 

on the significant milestone of 50 years practicing law! 

Manchester, NH  •  (603)627-4111  • www.starklaw.com
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CONGRATULATIONS 
— ROBERT A. STEIN — 

 
 

 
 

 

Thank you for 50 years of practice  
and your continued commitment  

to excellence in the legal profession. 
From your colleagues. 

 
 
 

The Stein Law Firm, PLLC — One Barberry Lane, Concord, NH 03301 — www.steinlawpllc.com 

Robert A. Stein
“Write down why you went to law school and what you hope to accomplish, and review it yearly.”

City/town of residence: Hopkinton, NH

Hometown: Pittsburgh, PA

Family: Two Children, Two Grandchildren

Education: B.A., 1968, Washington Jefferson College; J.D., 1971, 
University of Michigan Law School

Military Service: U.S. Navy JAG (Inactive)

Areas of Practice: Litigation

Current law firm or employer: The Stein Law Firm, PLLC

Past law firms or employers: Philadelphia Defenders’ Association; New 
Hampshire Legal Assistance; Stein & Viles; Shaheen, Cappiello, Stein & 
Gordon; Stein, Volinsky & Callaghan

Robert Stein received his J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School in 
1971 and continues practicing law to this day.

“I’m still practicing and I’m still loving it,” he says. 
Earlier in his career, Stein worked for the Philadelphia Defenders’ Associa-

tion, New Hampshire Legal Assistance, Stein & Viles, Shaheen, Cappiello, Stein 
& Gordon, as well as Stein, Volinsky and Callaghan. His current firm is the Stein 
Law Firm, PLLC. 

Stein has had many memorable cases over the years, including USA v. Mackie 
Choice; International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (U.N.) v. 
Dario Kordic; and, Shelton v. Tamposi.

Asked why he became an attorney, he says it had a lot to do with the cultural 
climate at the time. 

“I was a product of the civil rights and antiwar movements of the 60’s,” he says. 
“I became involved with the American Civil Liberties Union during that time, and 

it seemed like all the people with whom I was working were terrific lawyers.”
Stein considers former U.S. States Senator, Robert Kennedy, one of his heroes 

and congressman William Singer Morehead, a mentor. 
Morehead was a prominent critic of Pentagon cost overruns, a leader in estab-

lishing the National Endowments for the Arts and the Humanities, floor manager 
of freedom of information legislation that opened government documents to the 
public, and chief sponsor of the bill that established a synthetic fuels corporation. 

Stein is proud of the work he has done mentoring young lawyers through the 
National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA), a service organization made up of a 
volunteer network of lawyers, judges, and advocates across the globe. 

Stein has been on the board of the New Hampshire Civil Liberties Union since 
1975 and was also part of the Claremont Coalition. 

Remember When...

The Intel 4004 was the world's first 
microprocessor — a complete general-purpose 
CPU on a single chip. Released in March 1971, 
and using cutting-edge silicon-gate technology, 
the 4004 marked the beginning of Intel's rise to 
global dominance in the processor industry.
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Arthur L. Trombly
“Listen thoroughly to your clients before offering advice.”

City/town of residence: Keene, NH

Hometown: Keene, NH

Family: My wife of 41 years is Raette and we have five children, Ed, 
David, Mark, Stacey and Jacquelyn

Education: BA UNH, JD Suffolk University, Boston, Mass.

Military Service: US Marine Corp 1958-1962

Areas of Practice: General practice including criminal law and family practice. 
Assistant Cheshire County Attorney 1974-76

Current law firm or employer: Retired January 2016

Past law firms or employers: Cristiana & Kromphold, Tower and Trombly, 
Pam Little, Sole practitioner 1978-2014

Arthur Trombly spent the years 1958-1962 serving in the US Marine Corp. be-
fore attending the University of New Hampshire and Suffolk University in Boston.

Becoming a lawyer, Trombly says, was a lifelong dream he’d held since child-
hood.  He cites his mentors as attorney Eric Kromphold, Bill Kennedy, Sam Brad-
ley, Peter Espiefs and Ed O’Brien.

Trombly’s most memorable case involved the successful prosecution of a local 
gang who had committed several armed robberies, home invasions and five mur-
ders in Massachusetts. 

“We collaborated in Massachusetts with future US Senator John Kerry, who 
had just been appointed Assistant District Attorney for Middlesex County,” Trom-
bly recalls. 

But it wasn’t necessarily the big cases that brought the most satisfaction. Helping 
others in need of an attorney in pro bono cases, “always felt good,” Trombly says.  

Trombly, who retired five years ago, served four years as a Keene City Council-
man, six years as the Keene High School hockey coach and has been a Kiwinian 
for over thirty years. 

Looking back over the past 50 years, he says:
“I’m proud to have worked with so many fine attorneys in the Cheshire County 

area.”

Mary Ellen Tedeschi
City/town of residence: Wolfeboro, NH

Hometown: New Hyde Park, NY

Family: Husband of 50 years, children and grandchildren

Education: St. John’s University, B.A. 1967; St. John’s University 
School of Law, J.D. 1970; Adelphi University MA in Education, 1993

Current law firm or employer: NH Office of Legislative Services

Past law firms or employers: Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs NJ; McCormick, 
Barstow, Shepherd, Coyle and Best, Fresno, CA; sole practitioner; Denton 
Avenue School, Herricks, NY

Mary Ellen Tedeschi received her J.D. from St. John’s University School of 
Law in 1970 and is currently employed with the New Hampshire Office of Legis-
lative Services.

Tedeschi’s interest in the law began when she was a young girl in New York. 
Her grandmother, she says, had an attorney in Brooklyn specializing in estates 
whose office left a lasting impression. 

“Her office was in her home and to me it was majestic, with beautiful wooden 
bookcases lining the walls all the way to the high ceilings,” Tedeschi says. “My 
mother said, ‘You could be a lawyer someday, too.’ I guess that always stuck in the 
back of my mind.  And while I never did have an office with those fabulous book-
shelves, I’ve never regretted becoming a lawyer.”

 Over the years, Tedeschi has been an active member of the PTA and the 
American Heart Association, as well as a Sunday School teacher, a volunteer at 
her children’s school library, and the director of the personal service auction at her 
local church’s annual harvest fair.  

Frederick C. Tedeschi
“Maintain contact with professional colleagues in your areas  

of practice with whom you can discuss legal issues arising  
in the service of your clients and be an active participant in  

professional associations that focus on those areas.”

City/town of residence: Wolfeboro, NH

Hometown: New York, NY

Family: Married my law school classmate as did one of our children

Education: Colgate University – A.B.; St. John’s University School 
of Law – J.D.

Military Service: USAF

Areas of Practice: Corporate; Securities; ERISA; Privacy; Insurance

Current law firm or employer:  Legal Department, Liberty Mutual Insurance

Past law firms or employers: Lincoln National Life Insurance Company; Jefferson-
Pilot Insurance Companies; The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York.; 
JC Penney Company, Inc.; Administrative Office of the US Courts

Frederick C. Tedeschi received his J.D. from St. John’s School of Law and was 
admitted to the New Hampshire Bar in 1971.

As a former member of the United States Air Force, Tedeschi says he provided 
legal services to service members in much the same way he would in a local private 
practice. He was also responsible for guiding investigations of violations of the Uni-
form Code of Military Conduct. 

“The experience gave me a bit of an insight into the practice of law as a part of 
what, in effect, was a small law firm in a moderate size town,” he says.   

The choice to become a lawyer, Tedeschi says, originated at Colgate University 
where he studied history and discovered that he enjoyed research. 

“I always enjoyed the research and interpretation of historical events and pre-
senting those in both written and oral form,” he says, noting that he also took 
advantage of various career services events where alumni would come to discuss 
their professions.

“While in law school, I was able to continue the research and writing as a mem-
ber of the Law Review and decided that being a counselor rather than a court room 
trial lawyer was more fulfilling.”

Tedeschi says the decision to focus on being a counselor was affirmed many 
times during his first post-law school position as a law clerk to a Federal District 
Court Judge.

“I not only continued to have the opportunity to research and present the re-
sults thereof, but was frequently able to attend court proceedings and observe law-
yers presenting their cases and arguing legal issues involved in those cases.”

Tedeschi says he’s most proud of his work and participation involving the draft-
ing of legislation and in commenting on regulatory proposals, as well as seeing the 
results of those activities reflected in adopted laws and regulations.  

Throughout his career, Tedeschi has served on the boards of directors of sev-
eral life and health insurance guaranty associations, including serving as Secre-
tary-Treasurer and as Chairman of the New Hampshire association. He has also 
been active in his community, serving on the board of the homeowner’s association 
and as a member and Chairman of his town’s Zoning Board of Appeals.  

Asked how he feels about reaching this milestone in his career, Tedeschi, who 
is still practicing full time, expressed gratitude. 

“I am thankful that I chose a life work that was very fulfilling, that provided me 
with the opportunity to work closely with my business colleagues to run businesses 
that provided both employment opportunities for many while providing valuable 
products and services to the society in which we live.”

1971
Average Cost of new house...$25,250.00
Average Income per year...$10,600.00

Average Monthly Rent...$150.00
Cost of a gallon of Gas...40 cents

United States postage Stamp...8 cents
Movie Ticket...$1.50
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                                Recognizes 
  

 

James C. Wheat 
as he celebrates 50 years as a lawyer.  

 
We have been honored to have him as a 

partner, colleague and friend  
for all these years and continue to value the 

wisdom, experience and professionalism that 
he brings to the Firm and to our profession.   

Congratulations! 

 

 
                  Wadleigh, Starr & Peters, P.L.L.C., 95 Market Street, Manchester, NH 03101 (603) 669-4140   www.wadleighlaw.com 

 
  

James C. Wheat
“Bring the same energy and commitment to each day as you brought to the practice your first day.” 

City/town of residence:  Hopkinton, NH

Hometown:  Pittsfield, Mass.

Family:  Spouse Jill  Children: Sophia, Olivia & Kelly

Education: Boston University School of Law graduated 1971

Areas of Practice: Trial Lawyer 

Current law firm or employer:  Wadleigh, Starr & Peters PLLC, Of Counsel as 
of 1.1.2021

Past law firms or employers: Law Clerk,  NH Supreme Court, 1971-72 

After graduating from Boston University School of Law in 1971, Wheat clerked 
for the N.H. Supreme Court for a year before becoming a trial lawyer.

 Wheat’s most memorable case was his first case and it involved a horse and a 
car that collided in N. Haverhill, NH. He represented the driver.

“It was a subrogation case worth less than $1,000 but my client drove all the way 
from southern Mass. to testify. I was so impressed. And we won!” 

 As for mentors, Wheat cited former NH Supreme Court Judge Frank Rowe 
Kenison as the most influential. He credits Kenison as being responsible for his 
choice to stay in NH after passing the Mass. Bar and intending to return to Boston 
to practice.

   Others whom Wheat holds in high regard include Charlie Dunn, who he 
says, was “a great man, a great lawyer and a great mentor,” and Stan Brown, who 
he only worked with once but whom he learned a great deal working against. 

 Looking back, Wheat says he’d like to think he has earned the respect of his 
colleagues and judges before whom he has appeared and noted that he plans to 
continue practicing law.

Wheat served as President of the Wm. J. Moore Center when it was known as 
the Manchester Association for Retarded Citizens at a time when residents were 
being moved through legislative efforts to group homes in the community from the 
NH State School.

Remember When...

Apollo 14 (January 31, 1971 
– February 9, 1971) was the 
eighth crewed mission in the 
United States Apollo pro-
gram, the third to land on 
the Moon, and the first to 
land in the lunar highlands.
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John B. Andrews
Robert T. Bloomenthal

Paul Buffum
John M. Cunningham

James F. Early
Laurence J. Gillis
Irvin D. Gordon
Gary W. Holmes
Carroll R. Hunter
Lawrence A. Kelly 

The NH Bar Association recognizes the following members  
as they reach the milestone of 50 years of law practice.

Raymond J. Kelly
Aaron A. Lipsky

Silas Little III
Peter J. McDonough
Joseph F. McDowell
Malcolm R. McNeill

Bruce E. Mohl
Arthur W. Perkins

Paul C. Remus
James E. Ritzo

Robert H. Rowe
James Q. Shirley
Robert S. Span
Rodney L. Stark
Robert A. Stein

Frederick C. Tedeschi
Mary Ellen Tedeschi
Arthur L. Trombly

James C. Wheat

At the 1971 Mid-Winter Meeting

Guest of Honor at the Mid-Winter Meeting, U.S. Solicitor General Erwin N. 
Griswold, chats with N.H. Supreme Court Chief Justice Frank R. Kenison.

Participating in the Saturday morning panel on “Consumer Protection and 
the Uniform Consumer Credit Code”; Ass’t Atty. Gen. Richard A. Hampe, 
Atty. Gen. Warren B. Rudman, and Walter D. Malcom, Esq.

Yale Law School Prof. Quentin Johnstone headed the table at that Alumni 
Association’s Meeting. To his right is W. Wright Danenbarger; to his left Paul 
S. Cleveland, Joseph A. Millimet, and E. Donald Dufresne.

Standing for the Journal camera at the Boston College Law School 
Luncheon: Anthony A. McManus, Massachusetts Superior Court Justice 
Cornelius Moynihan, and Donald W. Cushing 

Principals at the Suffolk Law School Luncheon: J. Leonard Sweeney, Jr., 
Hon. Martin F. Loughlin, Massachusetts Superior Court Justice Frank J. 
Donahue and Paul R. Kfoury. 

Boston University Law School was well represented by its ‘big guns” at 
the Mid-Winter Meeting; among them, standing with Jack B. Middleton 
(second from left), were Centennial Chairman Charles M. Goldman, Alumni 
Association Vice President Earl Cooley, and Prof. James A. Henderson. 


