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NEW HAMPSHIRE BAR ASSOCIATION 
2021 Midyear Business Meeting  
February 18, 2021 – 3:00 p.m. 

DRAFT MINUTES 
REMOTE  

 
 President Daniel Will .  - Presiding 
 
1. Call to Order                                                                              
 
 President Daniel Will called the meeting to order at 3:05 P.M. 
 
2. Secretary's Report                                                                                
 

 Draft Minutes of the 2020 Annual Membership Business Meeting for approval 
 
ACTION 
On motion to approve the minutes of the 2020 Annual Membership Business Meeting as 
presented.  Passed. 
 
3. Old Business                                                                                   
 
There was no old business brought before the membership. 
 
4. New Business  - Vote on Proposed Constitution Change                                                                                
 
Proposed Revision to the NHBA Constitution 
Article II -  Membership  - Section 7 

 
(This change is regarding the existing dues waiver process.  It modifies the existing procedure to 
allow for a more efficient decision-making process.  It also creates a process by which members 
can appeal a waiver request denial.) 
 
Section 7 
 
The Board of Governors may in any case in which to do otherwise would result in hardship or 
injustice, abate dues in whole or in part, and waive penalties for delinquencydelinquency fees 
assessed for non- in the payment of membership dues, provided the request is made within 
sixty (60) days of the membership dues billing before delinquent payors’ names have been 
forwarded to the NH Supreme Court as permandated by NH Supreme Court Rule 42A.  The 
NHBA Waiver Committee (Committee), a subcommittee of the NHBA Board of Governors, will 
decide onconsider the waiver requests.  Such decisions by the Committee are deemed 
representative of the Board of Governors as a whole.  The NHBA Board of Governors will 
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receive a list of waiver decisions made in the months of June, July, August, and September at 
the October Board of Governors meeting.  Any member whowhose waiver request is denied by 
the Committee may submit a written request for review of the denied request to the Board of 
Governors Executive Committee.  Such requests must be made in writing and sent to the 
attention of the NHBA Member Records Coordinator within 30 days from the date of the waiver 
committee decision.  receives a denial of waiver request from the Committee shall have the 
right to make a written request for review, by the executive committee of the Board of 
Governors.  This request must be made within 30 days from the waiver committee decision.  
Those members contacting the NHBA after delinquent payor’s names have been forwarded to 
the NH Supreme Court will be directed to contact the Clerk of Court. 
 

 
President Dan Will introduced this item and spoke about the proposed change. He then asked 
Vice President Sandra Cabrera, who worked on this change to summarize the change proposed, 
and the reasons for it.  The reasons are to enable a timelier response to those requesting a waiver, 
to align current practice with the written procedure, and to create a process by which the decision 
of the waiver committee can be appealed.  The requirement that the waiver be submitted within 
60 days was eliminated, as this was not being followed in practice.  
 
There was a discussion about a potential timing problem involving appeals.   Under the revised 
procedure, if the waiver request comes towards the end of the window, the appeal to the 
Executive Committee could be after the names are sent to the Court.  There is an assumption that  
once the delinquent attorney names are sent to the Court, they have jurisdiction, but this appeal 
would be at the bar level.  After some discussion, the board agreed with Associate Executive 
Director for Business Operations, Paula Lewis, that the Association could work with the Court if 
this happens.  Court Liaison Justice Bassett agreed that the Court would work with the 
Association in this instance. 
 
ACTION 
On motion:  To accept the change as presented.  Passed, 14-0 with one abstention, Strafford 
County Governor Chris Regan. 
 
 
5. Adjournment           
 
The 2021 Midyear Busines meeting was adjourned at 3:27 p.m.        
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
   
         Deborah J. Hawkins, for  
       Robert R. Howard, III, Secretary 
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