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Dollars Make a Difference

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
BAR FOUNDATION

Strengthening Justice for All

IOLTA 

Interest on Lawyers trust accounts 

IoLta FundIng For Fy2019
June 1, 2018 – May 31, 2019
$900,000

IOLTA is the largest, unrestricted and most enduring 
source of funding for civil legal aid in our state.

Efficient. 
Accountable. 
Profoundly effective.
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 Who Receives Funding 
The organizations we fund are proactive and responsive.  
They collaborate closely, using unique expertise to deliver 
legal services for eligible disadvantaged, disabled and  
vulnerable people in our state.

Listed below are grants awarded for both FY2019 and the current Fiscal Year (6/1/19-
5/31/20). All activities in this report are derived from annual reports filed by IOLTA  
grantees. These reports in full can be found at www.NHBarFoundation.org.

Grants  FY 2019 FY 2020
Disability Rights Center $52,500  $57,000

Legal Advice & Referral Center $39,000 $42,000

NHBA Modest Means Legal Services $9,500 $7,000

NH Legal Assistance $540,000 $560,000

NH Bar Pro Bono Referral $198,000 $217,000

Law School Loan Assistance Program  $61,000   $67,000

Total $900,000 $950,000

Ensuring access to legal  
solutions not only improves 

outcomes for those who seek 
assistance, but also saves public 

dollars in the long term, by  
preventing problems like  

homelessness or health issues 
that can be extremely costly  

and harmful to individuals and 
the public.  –Civil Legal Aid 101
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NH Legal Assistance (NHLA)

Sarah Mattson-Dustin, Executive Director  
smattsondustin@nhla.org 

www.NHLA.org
NHLA provides high quality civil legal aid to 
vulnerable low-income people across New  
Hampshire, addressing problems that affect  
daily survival and basic needs. NHLA works to  
influence or change policies and practices that  
adversely affect poor and elderly people in NH. 

Return on investment: Financial outcomes 
resulted in clients receiving $1.8 million in financial 
assistance and child support. 

Disability Rights Center-NH (DRC-NH)

Stephanie Patrick, Executive Director 
stephaniep@drcnh.org

www.DRCNH.org
DRC-NH eliminates barriers to the full and equal  
enjoyment of civil and other legal rights by  
people with disabilities. DRC-NH provides legal 
advice, information and referral, representation, 
outreach and training. It engages in systemic  
advocacy and impact litigation, abuse and neglect 
investigations and monitoring those institutions that 
interact with people with disabilities.

Return on investment: IOLTA Funds enabled 
the DRC-NH to provide information, advice and 
assistance for 360 cases regarding eligibility and/or 
delivery of services for individuals with disabilities.

Legal Advice & Referral Center (LARC)

Breckie Hayes-Snow, Executive Director 
bhayes@larcnh.org   
www.NHLegalAid.org
LARC is the entry point for a collaborative, statewide 
delivery system that optimizes scarce civil legal aid 
resources. LARC screens applicants for financial  
eligibility for services, performs triage to determine  
the best source of assistance, and refers qualified 
applicants to other agencies. 

Return on investment: 347,640 pages of the 
NHLegalAid.org website were viewed by 134,526 
unique visitors. Over 5,000 people benefited from 
assistance received from LARC.

NH Bar Association  
Pro Bono Referral

Virginia Martin, Associate Executive Director –  
Legal Services 
gmartin@nhbar.org
www.NHBar.org
NH Pro Bono coordinates, supports and oversees 
hundreds of volunteer attorneys whose contributions 
of legal expertise give vulnerable and needy clients 
access to representation in matters ranging from  
simple to complex. Pro Bono concentrates on  
cases where legal intervention can make a  
measurable difference in clients’ lives. 

Return on investment: Pro Bono attorneys  
contributed legal services valued in excess of  
$2 million. 

PRO BONO 
Referral Program
OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE BAR ASSOCIATION
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NH Bar Association  
Modest Means Program

Virginia Martin, Associate Executive Director – 
Legal Services 
gmartin@nhbar.org
www.NHBar.org
The Modest Means Program aims to make legal 
services accessible to low- and moderate-income 
people by connecting clients to attorneys in private 
practice who agree to charge reduced fees. The 
types of cases include family law, bankruptcy and 
foreclosure.

Return on investment: 656 clients were  
connected with attorneys through the Modest 
Means Program, benefiting nearly 1200 people.

 

 

Law School Repayment Assistance 
Program (LRAP)

Lisha Nelson, NHBF Program Coordinator – 
lnelson@nhbarfoundation.org
www.NHBarFoundation.org
LRAP assists IOLTA-funded legal services  
organizations by providing loan repayment grants 
that lighten the financial burden for newer lawyers  
working on the frontlines of legal aid.

Return on investment: Ten lawyers received 
assistance, enabling IOLTA agencies to avoid  
the costs and disruption of new hiring. 
 

The single greatest 
barrier identified by 
all data sources is the 
lack of adequate legal 
services to meet the 
legal needs of low- 

income people in NH. 
– NH Bar Foundation report, 2013 

Efficient, accountable administration. 
IOLTA grant applications are analyzed by an indepen-
dent, five-member committee of attorneys elected by 
IOLTA account holders, who recommend allocations to 
the NH Bar Foundation Board of Directors. 

IOLTA 

Interest on Lawyers trust accounts
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IOLTA Reaches  
Every Corner of NH
Our grantees helped over  
16,000 clients in FY 2019  
with timely advocacy and advice.

Civil Legal Services Provided
Consumer ...................... 1120
Family ............................ 4563
Housing ......................... 4460
Income/Employment: ..... 1684
Health ............................ 308
Individual Rights ............ 2740
Other.............................. 1485

Out of State/Unknown ......1015
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Mary, a single woman in her seventies, faced eviction from her apartment. As with 
most elderly, her Social Security check barely covered her rent, requiring her to  
borrow money from her friends and church to cover living expenses. When 
served with an eviction notice during late winter, alleging damage to the unit due 
to frozen pipes and other issues, Mary knew she needed to leave but required additional time to find 
other housing. Her limited income made such a transition a challenge. NH Pro Bono referred Mary 
to an attorney who was able to defeat the eviction, providing her with more time to relocate. The Pro 
Bono staff also equipped Mary with contact information for social service agencies who could help her 
locate affordable housing and assist in meeting her basic needs. 

Lauren, the parent of a first-grade student with behavior challenges called the  
Disability Rights Center-NH (DRC-NH)  for help because the school staff members 
were putting her child, Olivia, in a classroom with only an aide for most of the day and 
pushing Lauren to agree to an out-of-district placement. The DRC-NH attorney helped 
Lauren and Olivia to understand their rights and attended several meetings with the 

school to advocate for an evaluation and appropriate services. The school agreed and Olivia is in the  
process of transitioning back into a typical classroom with the supports she needs to be successful.

Rosa, who speaks only Spanish, was in the process of getting her legal 
residency when the father of her young baby started to physically abuse her, 
thus forcing her to obtain a permanent restraining order. The father, an  
American citizen, retained an attorney and filed for custody of their child. 
With no family support and nowhere to turn for help, a social worker sug-
gested she contact the Legal Advice & Referral Center (LARC). A Spanish 
speaking advocate was able to walk Rosa though the custody process and advised her how to file an 
appearance and respond to the father’s attorney’s court pleadings. The advocate was also able to help 
Rosa file the right paperwork to continue the final hearing to give her time to retain an attorney through 
the NH Pro Bono Referral Program.

False allegations of child abuse filed against Kelly, a mother in Sullivan County, resulted in the 
paternal grandmother obtaining temporary guardianship of her children. Unable to afford standard le-

gal fees and with so much at stake, Kelly turned to the NH Bar Association Mod-
est Means Program.  She was matched with an attorney who was able to prove 
the allegations false, and won back her parental rights. Access to representation 
through Modest Means helped Kelly navigate the court proceedings and achieve 
her goal of reunification with her kids.

IOLTA 

Interest on Lawyers trust accounts

Stories
(The names of the actual clients have been changed.)

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
BAR FOUNDATION

Strengthening Justice for All

For more information, visit us at 
www.nhbarfoundation.org or call us at 603-715-3210

EMPOWERMENT

SECURITY

EXPERTISE

FAIRNESS
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