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Fifty years ago, the country’s young lawyers began careers at a time of unprecedented 
change. By the end of 1969, a new Supreme Court Chief Justice, Warren Burger, was 
sworn in, the first human landed on the moon during the Apollo 11 mission, and a 
music festival shaped a generation. It was a historic year for civil rights and democracy, 
including the York, Pa. race riots; the Stonewall Inn conflict in New York City sparked 
by the fight for LGBTQ rights; and the beginning of the “Chicago 8” trial arising out 
of anti-war demonstrations. All the while, people across the country listened to “Here 
Comes The Sun” by the Beatles, and flocked to see the year’s top-grossing film, “Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.”

New Hampshire was a part of all of this of course, but as everywhere, time did not 
stand still here. We welcomed a new class of lawyers, including the admission of the 
39th female attorney to the Bar. Joseph S. Hayden was selected to be the first full-time 
executive director of the New Hampshire Bar Association and the new Hillsborough 
County Courthouse was dedicated in Manchester.

In the following pages, this special Bar News publication celebrates New Hampshire 
Bar members who are marking 50 years in law practice in 2019. They have graciously 
shared their stories and their advice for the next generation. You will undoubtedly 
note some common themes, such as the importance of civility and community. You 
will likely also detect genuine humility unaffected by their considerable competence.

On behalf of the New Hampshire Bar Association, congratulations!

—David McGrath, President, New Hampshire Bar Association 

NH Bar Members look back  
and share advice for the next generation.
Profiles are based on questionnaires sent earlier this year to New Hampshire Bar members marking 50 years  
of law practice, and those who responded are included. Responses have been edited for length and clarity.
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John F. Bielagus
Residence: Amherst, NH

Hometown: Pawtucket, RI

Family: Wife of 49 years, Connie J. Bielagus; 
children: Jason A. Bielagus –Peterborough, NH - 
attorney – Milford, NH; Abby K. Bielagus, Boston, 
MA – Life Style Editor for Boston Magazine; Emily L. 
Bielagus, Brooklyn, NY – Singer-song Writer.

Education: Providence College – BA; The Catholic University of America, 
Columbus School of Law  – JD

Best advice to new lawyers: “Although, you receive a Juris Doctorate, 
you are not part of academia; you have acquired a trade, with a special 
ability to help others. You are no better than the people you serve, only 
better prepared, hopefully.”

Attorney John F. Bielagus decided upon law school and a career as an 
attorney for several reasons, including a push from his political science 
professor.

“I was questioning the decision of our country’s involvement in the 
Vietnam war and I chose to work for VISTA, (now AmeriCorps) in upstate 
New York,” he says.

Upon graduating from law school, Bielagus worked in upper New York 
state with migrant workers and later for the Urban Legal Aid office. In I973, 
he opened a general law practice in Amherst, NH, with an emphasis on 
business and real estate; he had partnerships with Steve Solomon, Vincent 
Martina, Richard Hubbard, Thomas Quinn and Peter Wenger. In 1984, 
while continuing to maintain his law practice, he opened Accurate Title 
and joined a real estate development company.

Bielagus also taught classes at SUNY in Brockport, NY, and at Rivier 
College (now University), in Nashua and currently teaches Real Estate 
licensing credit courses. He says his law degree and Bar membership have 
opened many doors and given him many opportunities both in business 
and socially. 

However, he says, “My most proud achievement is to have been able to 
have married the woman that I love and with her to have had three great 
children as well as to have provided education, life style and opportunities 
for them.”

Bielagus has also been extensively involved in community affairs. 
He served as chairman of the board for the Moore Center, a non-profit 
organization in Manchester that provides services to people that have 

Celebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCe

John T. Barrett III
Residences: Winchester, MA & North Hampton, NH 

Hometown: Highland Park, MI

Family: wife, Janet D. Jacobs; child, Taylor A. Barrett

Education: 1966 University of Maine, BA; 1969, 
Boston University School of Law, JD

Areas of Practice: Mass Tort Litigation

Current employer: Thornton Law Firm, LLC,  
One Lincoln St., Boston

Past employers: Burns, Bryant Hinchey, Cox & 
Shea, Dover (1969-1972); Barrett & McNeill, Durham and Dover (1973-
1982)

Most memorable case: Chasse v. Banas, 119 N.H. 93 (N.H. 1979) – 
defeated sovereign immunity defense in tort claim for negligently injured 
patient at the New Hampshire Hospital 

Best advice for new lawyers: “With respect to your area of interest, 
stay current with the developments in the common law of the leading 
jurisdictions in your specialty. If possible, do your research the old-
fashioned way by holding and reading books. There is much more to a 
case than an image on a computer screen.”

After graduating from Boston University Law School, where he attended 
classes as an undergrad on winter break and was inspired by the Socratic 
method to become a lawyer, attorney John T. Barrett III started in July 1969 
as an associate with the Burn’s Office in Dover, NH.

Gerald J. Carney
Hometown & Residence: New London, NH

Family: married with two children

Education: St. John’s University School of Law

Military Service: US Navy Submarine Service (1959-1961 
active duty)

Areas of Practice: General practice in Lake Sunapee, 
municipal in Keene

Past employers: Lake Sunapee for 16 years starting 1974, city 
attorney for city of Keene for 17 years starting in 1990. 

Most memorable case: “They are all most memorable.”

Best advice for new lawyers: “Civility and Candor.”

Attorney Gerald J. Carney retired in 2007 and is proud of 
his career in law. He is also very proud of his years of service in 
the Military. 

He says he became a lawyer because he believed his skills 
would contribute well to that career — and he felt such a career 
would allow him to embrace the rewards he was seeking in life.

Carney served as special justice of the New London District 
Court from 1981-2007 and during that time he met many fine 
lawyers and judges. He is most proud of the areas of public 
service in which he was able to make a valuable contribution.

In his community, he served on many boards, committees, 
and ad hoc committees.

In 1972, Barrett left to open a solo general practice in Durham. At this 
time, he also became counsel for the undergraduate student body at the 
University of New Hampshire, pursuant to a pre-paid legal services contract. 

“I believe this arrangement was one of the first of its kind in the country,”  
he says.

In 1973, attorney Malcolm McNeill joined with Barrett to form the firm 
of Barrett & McNeill at 60 Main St., Durham. Then, in 1981, they moved 
their operation to Dover and expanded the firm to five attorneys.

“During my time in New Hampshire, I concentrated on personal injury 
litigation, municipal law for the Town of Durham, land use litigation and 
appellate brief writing,” he says. “I remain indebted to Malcolm McNeill, 
Esq. for his support, advice and good companionship, during the days of 
our partnership.” 

In 1982, at the invitation of attorney Michael Thornton, Barrett joined 
the law firm of Thornton & Early in Boston. The firm specialized in the 
representation of asbestos exposed construction and shipyard workers in 
personal injury and wrongful death tort claims against the manufacturers 
of asbestos insulation.  

Barrett’s practice involved all phases of mass tort litigation at both state 
and national levels. And the firm represented clients from all over the 
United States. 

“I am proudest of having participated in the recovery of compensation 
for thousands of people since 1982, who were unnecessarily exposed to 
asbestos in their homes and workplaces,” Barrett says.

Despite retiring in 2008, Barrett has remained of counsel to Thornton 
Law Firm, LLC, still working on the investigation and preparation of 
individual asbestos cases. 

“I have truly enjoyed my association and friendship with Mike Thornton 
over the past 37 years of practicing law together,” Barrett says.

experienced developmental and intellectual disabilities and acquired 
brain injuries, as well as to children and senior citizens. He also served on 
the board of directors of the New Hampshire Institute of Art, and has been 
involved with the community of Amherst, including volunteering with the 
recreation department and the Ways and Means committee. 

Bielagus is also editor for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts CLE 
handbook for New Hampshire Real Estate Law.

As for being an attorney for 50 years, he says it almost seems surreal:  
“I honestly don’t know where the time has gone.”
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John F. Cullinane
Residence: Amesbury, MA

John F. Cullinane left the general practice of law 
in 1985 and spent the next 25 years in a new career in 
banking in Trust Services and Investments. He retired 
in 2010 and went from “Inactive” to “Retired” in the 
New Hampshire Bar Association. He sends greetings 
and best wishes to all of his colleagues who began their 
legal careers in 1969.

Raymond P. D’Amante
Residence: Lincoln, NH 

Hometown: Concord, NH 

Family: wife  – Cinda L. D’Amante; children 
 – Richard A. D’Amante, Michael A. D’Amante, 
Anthony R. D’Amante and Dannalea D. D’Amante

Education: Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY, 
Engineering; Union University, Albany Law School, 
Albany, N.Y., Juris Doctor
Military Service: Captain in the US Air Force-JAG 
(1970-1974); Captain USAF–JAG; Strategic Air 
Command; Air Force Logistics Command.

Areas of Practice: Real Estate Development, Business, Real Estate 
Transactions, Banking and Estate Planning.

Current employer: D’Amante Couser Pellerin & Associates, P.A. 

Past employers: USAF–JAG; Cleveland, Waters and Bass. 

Most memorable case: “UCMJ Article 32 Investigation of crimes at a 
Titan II nuclear missile silo resulting in tens of millions in damages. 
Due to the scope and technical complexity of the case, I needed over 
20 engineers and technicians, to establish that defense claims did not 
happen and to prove what occurred, which was thought to be a technical 
impossibility.”

Best advice for new lawyers: “Remember that you are a counselor first 
and foremost, and your client may not realize the scope of the problem, 
so take the time to listen to your clients and counsel them.  You may not 
be able to bill all of those hours, but the breakthrough will be among 
your most fulfilling.”

Attorney Raymond P. D’Amante says he has represented thousands 
of people and companies who have trusted him with their goals, hopes, 
visions and problems — and he’s still practicing.

“It has been an honor,” he says. 
D’Amante decided to become a lawyer in the 7th grade, after “I met 

attorneys in the A.G.’s office who focused my interest and future on the 
law,” he says.

“My father advised me, in the 1950s, to first become an engineer, since 
business and legal issues were going to involve more engineering and 
technical issues,” he adds. “I did both.”

His heroes and mentors include William Deachman, Justice Robert 
Jackson (Nuremberg Trials), Senator John McCain, Warren Waters, 
Richard Couser and his parents. 

Professionally, D’Amante is most proud of creating jobs throughout 
New England for many tens of thousands of families; he is also proud of 
developing communities with a focus on the environment, landscaping, 
succession planning, business development, and sustainable projects. 

He is deeply involved in community service, volunteering on boards 
and committees including: director, Military Officers Association of 
America – NH; trustee, the Canterbury Shaker Village; trustee, New 
Hampshire Historical Society; regional advisor, New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation; director, American Cancer Society, New Hampshire Division, 
Inc.; Concord Conservation an original incorporation Trust – now Five 
Rivers Conservation Trust; director, Concord 20/20; member, Concord 
Zoning Ordinance Task Force; Lincoln, ZBA; Lincoln, Budget Committee .

“I believe everyone owes a duty to their Country,” D’Amante says. 
“It need not be in the military; there should be meaningful community 
service. Everyone can make a positive difference for the community and 
the Country.”

Hon. James E. Duggan
City/town of residence: Amherst, NH

Hometown: Born in Laconia, NH

Family: Wife: Helen Hartman; sons: Brian (47), 
Brendon (30)

Education: Georgetown Law, 1969

Areas of Practice: Criminal and appellate defense

Past employers: Washington DC Public Defender, 
Hillsborough County Public Defender, UNH 
Law School, professor and appellate defender; 
Micronesian Legal Services Saipan; NH Supreme 
Court

Best advice for new lawyers: “Don’t be afraid to take on new challenges 
and responsibilities. Money is of secondary importance.”

Retired Justice James E. Duggan says he was fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to work on the NH Supreme Court with exceptionally talented 
law clerks and a dedicated and brilliant staff.

Also, he says his two years in the Peace Corps in Togo West Africa 
changed his life.

John B. Eames
Residence: Littleton, NH

Education: Florida Southern College, Suffolk 
University Law School 1969

Military Service: U.S. Army, Officer & Paratrooper 
(1966-1967)

Areas of Practice: Real Estate, Criminal

Past employers: Grafton County Attorney for eight 
terms (16 years), Self (Attorney & Entrepreneur: 
Commercial & Apartment Properties, General 
Partner, Mount Washington Resort & Bretton Woods 
Ski Area)

Best advice for new lawyers: “I would say that it is never too late to 
consider a different profession. A legal education could be useful in many 
other endeavors.”

Attorney John B. Eames has not been involved in the legal profession 
for a number of years.

Eames says of his time in the military, “I spent most of my time in the 
Army at Fort Bragg. While there, I found out I could get extra pay for being 
a paratrooper, so that was my incentive to go to jump school. My unit went 
to Vietnam soon after I left the service.”

While in the Army for two years, Eames read or heard about lawyers 
such as Clarence Darrow, Melvin Belli, Gerry Spence and Louis Nizer and 
decided that law school should be the next step in a life that up to that 
point “had been without much purpose.” He is most proud of being a 
business entrepreneur in the great north country and continuing the fine 
legacy of his late mother and father. 

The Eames family funded and dedicated the well-known Pollyanna 
Sculpture to the citizens of Littleton and also funded the restoration of the 
Littleton Grist Mill, which was established back in 1798. 

“We are proud that Littleton is one of the best small towns in the U.S.,”  
he says.

 

Remember When...  
June 8, 1969

President Richard Nixon announced that hundreds  
of thousands of U.S. troops would be withdrawn from Vietnam 

by the end of the summer after more than a decade of war.
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Donald M. Ekberg
Residence: North Conway, NH

Hometown: Claremont, NH

Family: Laurel E. Ekberg and three sons

Education: University of Iowa, University of Iowa 
College of Law

Military Service: 3 years, U.S. Army, Infantry

Areas of Practice: Criminal Defense, Civil Litigation, 
Divorce, and Personal Injury.

Current employer: Ekberg and Associates, PLLC

Most memorable case: Bank East v. Michalenoick – “We had to appear twice 
before the Supreme Court and won both times.”

Best advice for new lawyers: “Not every issue is a hill worth dying on.”

Attorney Donald M. Ekberg is still practicing law after 50 years. 
He served three years in the Army and believes everyone owes two years 

of service to their country. He says such service is excellent discipline.
Being a lawyer gave him the opportunity to help people who need it, 

and he is most proud of being able to do that “without putting them into 
bankruptcy.”

The desire to help people carried over into his community life where 
he served for organizations and boards including: the American Legion; 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the Town of Conway, 18 years; the 
Board of Governors, NH Bar Association, two terms; Board of Directors of 
Memorial Hospital, 18 years; and as the Democratic Party co-chair.

Hon. Leonard S. Green
Residence: Bedford, NH

Hometown: Manchester, NH

Family: Elinor, wife; Lauryl and Robin, daughters; and 
six wonderful grandchildren.

Education: Manchester Central High School, St Paul’s 
A.S.P, Dartmouth College, ‘64, Harvard Law School, ‘67

Service: Peace Corps, Ethiopia (1967-1969)

Areas of Practice: General, with emphasis on Injury 
Law and Family Law

Past employers: Green and Green, Manchester, N.H., New Hampshire 
Court System, Marital Master

Best advice to new lawyers: “My best advice to new lawyers is to always 
be prepared. Never underestimate the quality or ability of your opponent, 
even if they are pro se.”

Retired Circuit Court Justice Leonard S. Green says he feels satisfied 
upon reaching the 50-year milestone.

“I had no desire to return to the law once I left the Bench at age 70,” 
he says. “I find substitute teaching in the Bedford School System, being a 
Docent at the Currier Museum of Art and serving on the Bedford Zoning 
Board enjoyable and fulfilling.”

During his many years of practice, he helped to write a new Election 
Law and guide it through Parliament — “It was not something they taught 
you in Law School,” he says.

Green’s family was always involved with the law.
“My father and uncle were lawyers,” he says. “My Grandfather spoke six 

languages and when he wasn’t busy running a store, the Police would have 
him come to Police Court and help people from Eastern Europe who did 
not speak English .... My best mentor was my father, who always emphasized 
to do the right thing as a lawyer.”

Green says he is most proud of serving the people of New Hampshire as 
a Marital Master and in his two terms as a delegate to the New Hampshire 
Constitutional Convention. He also served for a number of years on the 
board of the Manchester Jewish Community Center and his two years as 
president there were “very challenging.” 

He says his most memorable case as a Marital Master concerned “a 
couple [who] would appear before me every three years to adjust the 
amount of financial support.”

“Finally, I asked them why they always came back on support but never 
had a parenting question,” Green says. “They told me, ‘We may disagree on 
support, but we are parents of OUR children.’ Wise people. Many litigants 
did not place children above self.”

Robert R. Howard III
Residence: Henniker, NH

Hometown: Williamstown, MA

Family: wife, Sachiko L. Howard; children, Felicia 
Provencal and Ben Howard.

Education: St. Paul’s School, Harvard College, 
Boston University School of Law

Areas of Practice: General Practice, except trial 
work.

Current employer: Robert Howard Law Office

Past employers: Hatfield & Howard, Howard & Gleason, Rob Howard 
Law Office

Most memorable case: State v. Keyes 114 N.H. 487 (1974) “My first jury 
trial & first Supreme Court Appeal.”

Best advice for new lawyers: “Be nice.”

Attorney Robert R. Howard III is still practicing law.
He says it is “more interesting than anything else I could be doing, 

and it feels good to bring all that experience to use, and get paid for it, 
sometimes.”

About becoming a lawyer, Howard says, “I had no idea what I wanted to 
do, but working for Doug Hatfield gave me the opportunity to discover that 
this was where I was meant to be.” 

He says the achievement he is most proud of professionally is, “Clients 
coming back.”

In his community, Howard has been on the Planning Board, and was 
also School District Moderator. In addition, he sang and traveled with the 
Concord Chorale and spent a time as president of the group. 

“I also like cooking meals for shut-ins, and have served as Church 
Moderator,” he says.

Howard had been on the NH Bar Association Board of Governors for 30 
years and has served as a District Court Judge for approximately seven years.
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Paul R. Kfoury, Sr.
Residence & Hometown: Bedford, NH

Family: Wife, three children and nine grandchildren

Education: B.A., University of New Hampshire; J.D., 
Suffolk University Law School

Areas of Practice: Business law, civil litigation, 
probate, trusts and estates; Lead Judge of the 
New Hampshire Supreme Court Committee on 
Permanency Planning 

Current employer: Trombley & Kfoury, P.A.

Past employers: Wiggin & Nourie, P.A.; Shaheen & 
Gordon, P.A.

Most memorable case: In the Matter of Deborah Munson and Coralee Beal 
– New Hampshire Supreme Court

Best advice for new lawyers: “Always be true to yourself. Don’t 
embellish. Don’t exaggerate. Always be fair and courteous to your 
opponent.”

“I practice full-time with my son, Paul R. Kfoury, Jr., and my friend and 
colleague, J. Kirk Trombley,” says attorney Paul Kfoury. “I loved my time 
on the bench, and I have always loved the practice of law … I have always 
considered myself to be a country lawyer.”

From his earliest remembrance, Kfoury wanted to be a lawyer.
“My Dad and my granddad inspired me in their love of the rule of law,” 

he says. 
Dort Bigg and Wright Danenbarger, two “fine men and great lawyers,” 

were his dear friends and mentors.
Professionally, he is proud of serving as Lead Judge of the New 

Hampshire Supreme Court Committee on Permanency Planning; it was 
there that significant revisions were made to the juvenile code, freeing 
children who were languishing in foster care, allowing them to achieve 
permanency in a welcoming family.

As for community service, Kfoury is a former president of the Manchester 
Exchange Club; a former general counsel for the Greater Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce; and, former president of The Hundred Club of 
New Hampshire, which provides financial aid and support to widows and 
children of police officers and firefighters who have died in the line of duty.

Hamilton (Dick) Krans, Jr.
Residence: Dover, NH

Hometown: Newport, NH

Family: wife, Pamela (married 47 years); children, 
Heather Krans, Esq., and Hamilton Krans III

Education: Towle High School (Newport), St. Paul’s 
Advanced Studies Program, Dartmouth College, 
University of Miami School of Law

Military Service: US Army (1969-1970), NH National 
Guard (1969-1975)

Areas of Practice: Personal injury; domestic; probate and criminal law

Current employer: Coolidge Law Firm (of counsel)

Past employers: Catalfo and Krans, Strafford County Attorney; Krans 
and Krans

Most memorable case: A non-paying Supreme Court case where an 
18-year-old man sought and received guardianship of his younger half-
brother.

Best advice for new lawyers: “Make your handshake and word mean 
something.”

Attorney Dick Krans is not really retired yet. 
“I am still on the Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board, working about 

one day a week and am serving as ‘of counsel’ with the Coolidge Law Firm 
in Somersworth,” he says.

As for his military service, he comments, “My roommate in basic training 
was the late Judge David Sullivan.”

Krans says his mentors and heroes in practicing law were Lou Silverman 
and David Nixon. 

“My proudest achievement in the law is my daughter, Heather Krans, 
Esq.,” he adds.

And, his most significant community service has been 20 years on the 
Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board.

He concludes, tongue-in-cheek, “There are perhaps many people who 
would not consider my time in the State Legislature as community service.”

O. Bradley Latham
Residence & Hometown: Reading, MA

Family: wife, Janet Wagner Latham; children, Christopher M. Latham, 
Esq., Joshua E. Latham, Esq. and John B. Latham.

Education: Reading Memorial High School, Lawrence Academy, Virginia 
Military Institute, Tufts University, A.B., Boston University School of Law, J.D.

Military Service: U. S. Marine Corp, Captain, Vietnam Service. 

Areas of Practice: Real Estate, Business, Estate Planning and Probate

Current law firm: Latham Law Offices LLC

Past employers: John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Company – 
Corporate Attorney

Best advice for new lawyers: “Focus on the case at hand and be 
thorough. As my law school professor said, ‘the hungriest attorney wins 
the case.’ Treat other counsel with respect. It will pay dividends and will 
benefit your client and you in the long term.

“I am still practicing law with two of my sons,” says attorney O. Bradley 
Latham. “I enjoy doing so but I tell everyone that I do so because my wife 
does not want me at home where I get in her way.”

Latham had no career plans when he finished his three years of active 
duty with the Marines but he did have a better understanding of the world.

“Serving our country is risky business, but the experience gave me a 
better understanding of the world and an appreciation for our society and 
democratic stability,” he says. “It creates self-reliance.”

And, with the financial assistance of the G.I. bill, he applied to law 
school. Looking back, he is most proud of living by the belief that he has 
effectively served his client’s best interests.

As for his most memorable case, Latham cites the complexities and 
challenge of a particular adverse possession case that is hard to forget. 

“The case required that we locate individuals with historical knowledge 
and conduct genealogical and legal research to be able to establish a prima 
facia case,” he says. “The case was very challenging and rewarding.”

In his community, Latham serves as regional chairman of the American 
Red Cross and the American Cancer Society. He has been chairman of 
both a local scholarship fund and a professional theatre company and says 
he finds helping others very rewarding. 
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Peter J. Loughlin
Residence: Portsmouth, NH

Family: wife, Nancy; children, Brendan, Garrett and 
Conall

Education: Merrimack College, BA; University of 
Notre Dame Law School

Area of Practice: Municipal Law

Current employer: Peter Loughlin Law Office

Past employers: New Hampshire Legal Assistance; 
Portsmouth City Attorney

Best advice for new lawyers: “The training that we have received 
sometimes puts us in a position to do well, and frequently puts us in the 
position to do good.”

“How do I feel about reaching this 50-year milestone? I frankly can’t 
believe it,” says attorney Peter Loughlin. “I still remember the first few years 
after my admission occasionally seeing a 50-year member being honored 
and wondering how it was possible that someone was still practicing after 
all those years.”

When Loughlin started as the solo legal aid lawyer in Keene in the fall 
of 1969, he had hardly ever been in a law office and did not really know 
any lawyers; he knew “absolutely nothing” about practicing law. Prominent 
members of the Cheshire County Bar, Peter Espiefs, George Hanna, Jack 
Zimmennan and Jack Reynolds and the entire staff in the Clerk of Courts 
office virtually adopted him and taught him how to practice. 

When he moved to Portsmouth a year later, Gerald Giles, Jeremy 
Waldron, the McEachem brothers and Unwar Samaha and his entire staff 
at the Rockingham County Clerk’s office treated him better than he “had 
any right to expect,” he says, and furthered his legal education.

“Although it has created more of a financial drain than our three sons’ 
college tuitions, I am fairly proud of surviving (so far) the researching, 
writing and annual supplementation of my four New Hampshire Practice 
Series volumes,” he says.

Loughlin has been a member of the Pease Development Authority since 
1990 and has overseen the conversion of the closed Pease Air Force Base 
into an environmentally sustainable, world-class office park hosting 10,000 
jobs; this venture has been extremely rewarding to him.

“Although I have had the good fortune to represent many municipalities 
and individual clients in interesting cases, I am most proud of the pro bono 
legal work I have done to save several of the remaining large tracts of open 
space in Portsmouth,” he says.

Michael M. Lonergan
Residence: Key West, FL

Hometown: Concord, NH

Family: wife, Wende Shoer

Education: BA Yale ’66, JD Cornell Law School ‘69

Areas of Practice: Trial & Mediation

Past employers: Sulloway & Hollis PLLC

Most memorable case: Michael Afremov v. AGA Medical 
Corporation (Minnesota)

Best advice for new lawyers: “Don’t be afraid to take 
on a difficult case.”

“I feel very lucky upon reaching the 50-year milestone,” says attorney 
Michael Lonergan. He still serves as a mediator. 

He says he became a lawyer because he had a young family and wanted a 
profession. His mentors were John Pendleton and Martin Gross. He is most 
proud of helping to build a law firm and of mentoring young attorneys and 
paralegals.

Mediating hundreds of cases for the court also kept him involved in his 
community.

Remember When...  
July 20, 1969

The United States’ Apollo 11 mission landed  
the first two people on the moon and  

Commander Neil Armstrong subsequently become  
the first person to step onto the surface of the moon.

John R. Maher
Residence: Portsmouth, NH

Hometown: Stratford, CT

Family: wife, Skye PW Maher; children, Ian Maher, 
Mariah Roberts.

Education: JD, Suffolk University

Areas of Practice: General Practice

Past employers: Shaines and McEachern

Best advice for new lawyers: “Return phone calls 
from your clients even if you have nothing new to tell 
them.”

“I actually ‘stumbled into’ the practice of law and I am so happy I 
did,” says attorney John R. Maher, who was teaching in a prep school in 
northwestern Connecticut when someone suggested that he apply to law 
school. He says he “was not that focused on any one thing at that time and 
the decision to go to law school was half-hearted.” 

Once he got to Boston and enrolled in law school, however, he knew he 
had made the right choice. He found that he loved law school — the cases 
read, the legal arguments, the whole process.

His first boss was Bob Shaines in Portsmouth; Maher calls Shaines a 
great lawyer and says he learned a lot from him.

“I think working with Al Taylor and Doug Gray on a murder case early 
in my career was my most memorable case,” he says. “I didn’t do much 
criminal work over my legal lifetime, but this was one case that I’ll never 
forget. It was a great learning experience and fortunately our client was 
found not guilty.”

There was a scandal in the Probate Court system and Maher was asked 
by the Supreme Court to assume the duties of the Administrative Judge of 
the Probate Courts. For many years prior to his appointment, very little had 
changed, and the Probate Court needed to be updated. With the help of 
many probate and estate lawyers, Maher helped make many improvements 
that were helpful to both the public and the Bar. 

“I was very proud to be a part of these changes,” says Maher.
NH Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers was without a doubt, the most 

meaningful community activity in which Maher was involved. Chief Justice 
John Broderick and Maher were able to get the program funded and 
today it’s known as the NH Lawyer’s Assistance Program. Over the years, 
NHLAP has helped many lawyers and judges with mental health issues and 
substance misuse problems. 

“To get a call from someone in need of help and to be able to respond in 
a caring and professional way — that is simply the best,” says Maher.

Maher is no longer practicing law. He considers himself very lucky to 
have reached the 50-year milestone. After he retired from the Bench in 
2006, he served as a mediator for 10 years and found that a rewarding 
practice. 

“I am now fully retired and spend half of the year in Vero Beach, FL,” 
he concludes. 
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F. Graham McSwiney
Hometown & Residence: New 
London, NH

Family: wife, Jane Ann McSwiney; 
son, James Bickley McSwiney

Education: Stanford University: 
B.A. 1966; Boston University School 
of Law J.D. 1969; LLM in Taxation 
1983

Military Service: New Hampshire 
Air National Guard (1961-1967); 
Loadmaster on C-97 aircraft; called to active duty in the 
U.S. Air force 1961-1962 during the Berlin Crisis

Professional Experience: Law Clerk for U.S. District 
Court Judge of New Hampshire, Hon. Hugh H. Bownes 
(1969-1970); Associate: Hall, Morse, Gallagher & 
Anderson, Concord, N.H. (1970-1973); Founder/Partner/
Director: McSwiney, Semple, Hankin-Birke & Wood, P.C. 
(1973-2014); Special Justice of New London District Court 
(1977-1981) and Justice (1981-2010).

Areas of Practice: Estate Planning and Taxation

Best advice for new lawyers: “Know your clients and treat 
them with respect.”

Celebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCeCelebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCe

1969
Average cost of a new house ……… $27,900
Average income per year …….......... $8,389
Average cost of gas per gallon .......... $0.35
Cost of a first class postage stamp … $0.06

Federal minimum wage ………….... $1.60/hour

Duncan A. McEachern
Residence: Kittery, ME

Hometown: Portsmouth, NH, graduated from 
Portsmouth High School

Family: wife, Patricia; sons Archie and Joseph

Education: B. Commerce, Saint Mary’s University, 
Halifax, Canada; M.A. – (Economics) UNH.; Law 
Degree: University of Maine School of Law

Areas of Practice: Estate, Real Estate and Municipal 
law

Current employer: Shaines and McEachern, 
Portsmouth, Kittery, ME office – McEachern and Thornhill

Most memorable case(s): “All the ones I lost…”

Best advice for new lawyers: “Try to stay in shape if you are looking for 
longevity. Balance the practice with your family life.”

Attorney Duncan A. McEachern says he feels fortunate to have reached 
this 50-year milestone. At the time he decided to become a lawyer, his 
brothers Paul and John were both in law school and, “I figured I could save 
on the books!”

He says he thinks he helped some people along the way and he tried “to 
treat people decently.” 

McEachern became involved with his community and gave of his time 
and ability generously. For the past 50 years, he has practiced in the same 
law firm (Shaines and McEachern), has lived in the same town (Kittery, 
ME), and has been married to the same woman (Patricia).

Hon. Kenneth R. McHugh
Residence: Hooksett, NH

Hometown: Manchester, NH

Family: Joanne McHugh (wife of 50 years); Four sons 
– Keith, Kent, Kurt and Patrick

Education: St. Anselm College (BA); Suffolk 
University Law School (JD)

Best advice for new lawyers: “While it is nice to be 
important, it is more important to be nice.”

When Judge Kenneth R. McHugh graduated from 
college, he wanted to further his education.

“I was not well-versed in either math or science,” he says. “I was always 
a good communicator. Therefore, law was inviting. I am the first lawyer in 
my family.”

McHugh was in general practice for 17 years with Emile R. Bussiere in 
Manchester. 

He was also a part-time District Court Judge in Hooksett for 10 years. 
After that, he was a Superior Court Judge for 28 years. During nearly four 
decades on the bench, McHugh says he managed to keep his sanity — 
“although some would disagree.”

“Time flies when you are working hard and having fun!” he says. “I faced 
mandatory retirement on my 70th birthday.” 

Mc Hugh made the choice thereafter not to get involved in any law-
related activity. 

Attorney F. Graham McSwiney retired from the practice of law four years ago.
“I confess I don’t miss it,” he says. 
Currently McSwiney’s main occupation is taking care of his wife, who had a stroke two 

years ago. 
During his time in the military, as a loadmaster on a C-97, he had the opportunity to fly 

all over the world and see more than 20 countries, albeit most for only a couple of days. 
“Still, I generally saw a lot in those two days, most of which I remember fondly,” he says.
McSwiney grew up living next door to the Hon. Frank Kenison, Chief Justice of the 

New Hampshire Supreme Court. Chief Justice Kenison sparked McSwiney’s interest in 
becoming a lawyer.

McSwiney also spent more than 30 years as a part-time district court judge. During 
that time, he believes he was successful in making most of those who came before him 
understand the reasons for his decisions in their cases and feel like they were treated fairly, 
“which was my main goal,” he says.

 As for community service, he says that the most meaningful for him has been his time 
on the board of the Mayhew Program, a program for at-risk NH boys.

“In addition to the summer program [on Newfound Lake], the year-round counselors 
who live in different areas of the state work with the boys in their communities throughout 
the year,” McSwiney says.
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Celebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCe

Richard S. Moody
Residence: Claremont, NH

Hometown: Lebanon, NH

Family: wife, Holly; son, Robert; grandsons, Adam 
and Seth.

Education: Dartmouth class of ’54; Boston College 
Law School class of ‘69

Areas of Practice: Real Estate, Probate, General 
Practice

Past employers: Leahy, DeNault & Moody in 
Claremont (1969-1987); Moody Law Office until 
1992

Most memorable case: “A case that went to Supreme Court and we 
won. It involved a person who later became the president of the Bar 
Association: Jim Gleason who was the plaintiff in the case.”

Best advice for new lawyers: “Recognize that once you pass the Bar 
and you get admitted to practice, you’re only just beginning to learn 
to be a lawyer and part of that learning is learning to be a businessman 
and learning to run the practice and working together with the other 
lawyers and it takes a great deal of knowledge to run a business, as well as 
running a practice.”

Attorney Richard S. Moody feels a great sense of accomplishment upon 
reaching the 50-year milestone. Before he became a lawyer, he worked for 
a British insurance company in Boston and says he felt that was going to be 
his profession. Then, he got married and had a chance to do something 
that he always wanted to do — practice law. 

Moody’s dad was his hero and mentor. He was a principal and went on 
to be the superintendent of schools. 

“[When I was] in high school, my father hired a man as an English 
teacher who was also a great debater … My Dad thought I would benefit 
from joining the debating team,” Moody says. “He thought it was important 
for me to take college courses while in high school and he thought it was 
important enough for me to postpone taking chemistry and physics to take 
the debating course.” 

Moody was a very successful debater. And, debating prepared him for 
his career in law.

“I was able to do things that other lawyers weren’t able to do or didn’t 
have time to do and that is the public speaking that is part of being a 
lawyer,” he says. 

Moody continued debating for four years in high school and says if he 
hadn’t continued, he probably wouldn’t have done anything in the law. 

Moody is most proud of the trial work he did throughout his law career, 
which concluded in1992.

In his community, Moody is an active member of the Congregational 
church in Claremont.

Howard B. Myers
Residence: Hartland, VT

Hometown: Greenfield, MA

Family: Married to Catherine C. Stern; children, 
Susanna Myers, Molly Myers, Anna Myers, and Ian 
Myers.

Education: Dartmouth College – AB 1965, 
Columbia University LLB, 1968

Areas of Practice: Business transactions, Real 
Estate, Commercial litigation

Current employer: Myers Associates, PLLC

Past employers: US Department of Justice – Antitrust Division

Most memorable case: Chellman v. Saab Scania (my client)

Best advice for new lawyers: “Think of your clients as people, not just 
cases.”

Attorney Howard Myers says he became a lawyer because he “didn’t 
know any better!”

Professionally, he says he is most proud of “representing clients honestly, 
fairly and compassionately.”

And, in his community, Myers provides seminars on various legal topics 
to community groups as a public service.

Roger B. Phillips
Residence & Hometown: Concord, NH

Family: wife, Susan (Croteau) Phillips; children, 
Kristin, Lori & Justin (Jay); and five grandchildren 

Education: Boston University B.S. 1966, Magna cum 
Laude; Suffolk University Law School, J.D. 1969

Service: “I had no military service but did serve as a 
member of the NH Selective Service Appeals Board; 
I often dissented in selective service appeal matters 
and my dissent was upheld each time at the national 
level.”

Areas of Practice: Consumer Law, Personal Injury, General Practice

Current employer: Phillips Law Office, PLLC

Past employers: Maynard, Dunn & Phillips, Perkins Phillips & Waters

Best advice for new lawyers: “Prepare well and ‘don’t assume the 
obvious.’ In the General Motors case below, crash testing by GM resulted 
in filmed collisions which produced no fires. During trial, the GM 
Engineer admitted the gas tanks were filled with water.”

Attorney Roger B. Phillips is still practicing law after 50 years and enjoys 
helping consumers. His most memorable case was Leonard v. General Motors, 
the first defective motor mount case tried against General Motors. He says 
the case involved four wrongful deaths and two personal injuries. 

When he was in junior high school, he first observed a trial with Louis 
Wyman as AG representing the State and Tom McIntire representing a bank 
president — that experience planted in him a seed of interest in the law.

Phillips also worked summers as a Concord Police Officer and was 
exposed to criminal law matters.

Although he originally wanted to be a pilot, Phillips failed the eye exam 
while in Airforce ROTC because of astigmatism. During his undergraduate 
courses in business law taught by a practicing lawyer who shared great 
experiences, he decided he wanted to go to law school. 

“I am most proud of my part in the adoption of attorney conducted 
voir dire in New Hampshire,” Phillips says. After it was tried for years with 
proposed rule changes; “I offered legislation and even a constitutional 
amendment, which finally resulted in the legislature allowing attorney 
conducted voir dire.”

He was also involved with New Hampshire Supreme Court cases, 
including: “a road block should not be allowed without prior public notice; 
and when a person takes a breath test there should be an independent 
sample preserved,” he says.

In the community, Phillips served six years on the Concord School Board 
and is presently clerk of the District, a position he has held for the last 34 
years. In March 2019, he was appointed a member of the Adult Parole 
Board. He serves as the state chair of the National Association of Consumer 
Advocates and is also a member of the Pro Bono Board. He has also served 
as clerk and member of the Vestry of St. Paul’s Church, Concord.

Additionally, he says, “I have been a board member of various 
community service organizations, including the Belknap/Merrimack 
County Community Action Program, President and Member of the Board 
of Concord Babe Ruth Baseball and Concord Little League, and of the 
Pat’s Peak Ski Club.”
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Celebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCeCelebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCe

Judith Dunlop Ransmeier
Residence: Concord, NH

Hometown: Born in Brooklyn, NY. Grew up in 
Westwood, NJ

Education: Bennington College, 1966; Boston 
University School of Law, 1969

Areas of Practice: General practice, family law, child 
protection in District, Superior and Probate courts

Past employers: NH Office of Attorney General 
(1969-1971); McLane, Carleton, Graf, Greene and 
Brown (1971- 1975); contract attorney for NHDCYF 
several years, solo practice 1975 until inactive status

Family: “Married Edward Mulligan, 1968. Ted died in 1971. Married John 
C. Ransmeier (Ransmeier and Spellman) 1974. We have three children 
and six grandchildren. They are: Johanna, associate professor of Chinese 
History at the University of Chicago, children, Viola and Julietta; Abigail, 
architect practicing in Boston, children, Josephine and Helene; Peter, 
doctor practicing in Concord, NH, children, James and Lucy.”

Best advice for new lawyers: Be honest, civil and kind.

Attorney Judith Dunlop Ransmeier was the 39th woman to become a 
member of the NH Bar. 

She became an inactive member about 15 years ago, which she says is 
“just fine” — she now has time to be a docent at the Currier Museum of Art; 
to “noodle about” in various media, including textiles, glass and lost wax 
casting; and to spend time with grandchildren.

As for early influences, Ransmeier recalls reading Gideon’s Trumpet in high 
school. In college, she interned in Washington, D.C., at the Department of 
Justice in the Civil Rights Division (in 1965 — just before Selma), and in 
the NY State Solicitor General’s Office in 1966. 

“All of these experiences made law seem an honorable pursuit,”  
she says.

When she moved to New Hampshire with her first husband, Ted 
Mulligan, for his clerkship with the NH Supreme Court, she says then-
Chief Justice Frank Kenison was “a stalwart and kind support.”

When Ted died, his colleagues (and later hers at McLane), were also 
good friends.

As for community involvement, she says, “My awesome and lovely 
husband John made it possible for me to parent our active family, engage in 
my small practice and serve on a variety of interesting boards of directors.” 

Ransmeier has served with the League of NH Arts and Crafts, the 
Concord Housing Authority, Merrimack Valley Day Care, the Rolfe and 
Rumford Home, and the Currier Museum Guild of Volunteers.

Stephen U. Samaha 
Residence: Sugar Hill, NH 

Hometown: Woodsville & Exeter, NH

Family: spouse, Sarah W. Samaha; children, Amanda 
Clough and Jason Samaha

Education: Dartmouth College AB, 1966, Boston 
University School of Law, JD, 1969

Military Service: US Army Reserves and NH National 
Guard, retired as Captain, Assistant JAG

Areas of Practice: General Practice, but now primarily 
estate planning and real estate

Current law firm or employer: Samaha Russell Hodgdon PA (1973 to date)

Past law firms or employers: Sheehan Phinney Bass + Green (1969-1973)

Most memorable case: Waterville Estates Association v. Town of Campton, 122 
NH 506 (1982)

Best advice for new lawyers: “Soak up advice from experienced lawyers. 
One of my mentors, Bill Green, told me that people are best served by 
experienced lawyers and by young doctors. Another mentor, Francis 
Moulton, advised: ‘When you have a good case, try it fast; when you have 
bad case, try it faster!’ (Having served 29 years as a part-time District Court 
Judge, I know this to be true). Treat your clients like family. Always greet 
your clients personally, shake their hands and look them in the eye. Never 
take your clients for granted. Never complain about being too busy because 
the alternative is much worse.”

“I am so thankful that I have been healthy enough to reach this milestone 
and to be able to continue my practice with people and clients who at least 
say they like me!” attorney Stephen U. Samaha says.

He says he was fortunate enough to have served in the US Army 
Reserves and NH National Guard for six years at a time when many of his 
contemporaries were being drafted during the Vietnam War; many of them 
were killed or maimed. He says his military experiences were invaluable 
in the general practice of law because he came to know and appreciate 
people from all ethnicities and backgrounds. 

“My father, Unwar J. Samaha, the son of Lebanese immigrants, was 
a hero to me; he believed strongly in the value of education,” Stephen 
Samaha says. “He and his father impressed that belief on me as well. 

“My father was brave enough to use his unusual first name throughout 
his life, although it would have been much easier to have used his middle 
name ‘Joseph.’”

Stephen Samaha’s father became a lawyer and then served as Superior 
Court Clerk in Grafton and Rockingham Counties and, as a result, the 
family often had Superior Court judges as guests — “outstanding men.” 
Two particularly impressed young Samaha and became his mentors; they 
were Amos Blandin and William Batchelder. 

Samaha says he learned from many legal giants at the Sheehan firm, 
including Jack Sheehan, Bill Phinney, Bill Green, Kim Zachos, Dick Morse, 
Bob Dastin, Alan Reische and Jim Higgins and later worked with Francis 
Moulton, Peter Smith, Tim Vaughan, Mark Russell and Jody Hodgdon.

“I owe them all so much,” he says.
Samaha believes his primary achievement is to have gained the respect 

of so many clients who “have trusted me with their legal problems over 50 
years of practice.”

“This trust and respect was due primarily to the support of my mentors, 
partners and legal assistants,” he says. “Without them, I would have been a 
total failure in the profession.”

Samaha was very much involved in community service over the years; 
he served on many community boards and was president of the North 
Country YMCA. 

“My service on the Board of Directors of the Woodsville Guaranty Savings 
Bank, which has been, and remains, a strong bank in the community where 
I have spent most of my life, has been especially meaningful…” he says.

Samaha says he enjoyed his 29 years as a District Court Judge where 
he was exposed to all aspects of humanity — “From that experience, I 
developed a compassion for the problems of working people of modest 
means.”
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Celebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCe

Richard S. Snierson
Residence: Rye, NH

Hometown: Laconia, NH

Family: wife, Alexandria; children, Daniel, Jennifer & Joseph

Education: B.A., Yale Univ. 1966.  J.D. Boston Univ. School of Law 1969

Military Service: U.S. Marine Corps, active duty (1970-73), Captain.

Areas of Practice: Litigation, Business and General Matters

Past employers: Tri-County Legal Services (Northern N.H.) summer 
of 1967 while a law student.  N.H. Supreme Court, Law Clerk 1969-70.  
McLane 1973-89 Associate, Partner, Director; solo practitioner.

Asked how he feels about reaching this 50-year milestone, attorney 
Richard S. Snierson says, “Life goes on! See Bertrand Russell, How to Grow 
Old’. (Google it.)”

Snierson is not still practicing law, but says he has many good memories 
of that time and his experience in the military. From working with 
lawyers from all over the country and interacting with people from very 
different backgrounds, he considers those working years “a very valuable 
legal experience.” He prosecuted or defended hundreds of special court-
martials (misdemeanors) and many general court-martials (felonies).

In high school, Snierson was involved in debating. His father, Bernard 
Snierson, was a plaintiffs’ lawyer and Snierson liked what his dad did and 
what he accomplished for his clients. He says his father was his hero and 
mentor because of the example he set.

Snierson also learned a lot from working on cases with Ken Graf, Stan 
Brown, Bob Raulerson, Jack Middleton, Charlie DeGrandpre, John Graf 
and Jim Muirhead.

“Professionally, I am most proud of helping clients,” he says.
In the community, Snierson has served on boards of directors or as an 

officer of a number of charitable organizations and also worked on pro 
bono cases.

“I enjoyed giving back,” he says.

Eugene C. Struckhoff III
Residence: McLeod, MT

Hometown: Lebanon, NH

Family: son, John

Education: Princeton University, Harvard Law School

Areas of Practice: Criminal, primarily DUI defense

Current employer: Lothstein Guerriero, Of Counsel

Past employers: Mainly solo practice

Most memorable case: “Any in which the judge 
mirrored my final argument in his decision.”

Best advice for new lawyers: “Total honesty with clients, courts, and law 
enforcement agencies.”

Attorney Eugene C. Struckoff III says he is surprised to have reached 
this 50-year milestone. His original plan was to practice 20 years, “then 
move on [to a very] limited practice in an of counsel role.”

He believed becoming a lawyer would enable him to make a difference. 
His hero was Archibald Cox, his constitutional law professor.

Struckhoff says he is most proud that he dedicated himself to the 
interests of his clients and that he was always completely prepared. 

Eaton W. Tarbell Jr.
Residence: Laconia, NH

Hometown: Bangor, Maine and East Greenwich, 
Rhode Island 

Family: wife, Lynne P. Tarbell; children, Eaton 
W. Tarbell, III, Esquire (practicing with Tarbell & 
Brodich, P.A.); Myles Tarbell; Aaron Tarbell; Bethany 
Tarbel; and Margaret Clattenburg; six grandchildren.

Education: Bowdoin College: Graduated in 1964 with 
B.A. Economics Major; Cornell University: Graduated 
in 1967 with M.B.A. with Accounting Major; Cornell 
Law School: Graduated in 1968 with J.D. 

Military Service: ROTC at Bowdoin College (1964); Entered Active 
Service in 1969 in Army as First Lieutenant, was promoted to Captain 
within a few months. “I served half of my time at Fort Ord in California, 
and the balance of my two years in Vietnam.”

Current areas of practice: Primarily domestic relations (divorce) with 
some concentration in corporate and real estate matters. 

Employers: Arthur Anderson in New York City; Sulloway, Hollis, Godfrey 
& Soden (now Sulloway & Hollis) 1971-1992 (he became a partner on 
January 1, 1975 and practiced law primarily in the areas of public utilities 
and real estate); Tarbell Professional Association (founded in 1992; now 
Tarbell & Brodich, P.A). 

Best advice for new lawyers: “Preparation, preparation, preparation, 
followed with a clear presentation in Court (don’t overreach).”

Attorney Eaton W. Tarbell Jr. continues to practice law on a full-time basis. 
“Most attorneys spend all of their time working for and applying their 

skills to better the lives of their clients,” he says.” I did that in part, but 
… I have spent some of my time applying these skills to my own account. 
This was a good economic decision for I now own 6,000 apartment units in 
three different states, eight office buildings, three mobile home parks (320 
unit pads), and some storage units.”

Tarbell says he cannot believe that it has been 50 years. 
He credits his military service with helping him become disciplined and 

focused on what he wanted to do with his life and how to achieve his goals.
“To be honest,” Tarbell says, “when I started out, I just wanted to earn 

as much money as possible and the only other high-paying profession was 
medical doctor which I had absolutely no interest in.”

He says he is very proud of two achievements. One is that he has created 
a law firm that is inviting and comfortable for clients. The second is his real 
estate practice.

Tarbell initially “dabbled in real estate after having read one book and 
following the advice given in that book.” But, as a result, he went on to 
create a very large management company in three different states, all of 
which he solely owns. 

“My motto is ‘NEVER SELL’ and I have lived by that motto for many 
years,” he says. “I am very proud that I am able to provide clean and 
reasonably priced apartments to those in need.”

In addition, he and his wife “gift” selected families each Christmas 
with a month’s free rent and $1,000 worth of gift cards. The families that 
are selected have demonstrated that they do all that they can to support 
themselves, never looking for handouts, and they “deserve a little break 
during the holiday season,” he says.

Remember When... 
August 15, 1969

The Woodstock musical festival, billed as “3 Days  
of Peace & Music,” began in New York and included  

performers Arlo Guthrie, Joan Baez, Santana, Grateful Dead,  
Janice Joplin, Jefferson Airplane and Jimi Hendrix.

Front cover photo caption:
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Blair C. Wood
Residence: Dillon, CO, Moab UT

Hometown: Waterloo, IA

Family: wife of 53 years, Peggy; daughters Heather  
& Hilary; grandson Damian Blair

Education: Dartmouth College 1963, University of 
Colorado Law School 1969

Military Service: US Army Artillery (1963-1965)

Areas of Practice: Real Estate, Land Use Planning

Past employers: Colorado Supreme Court (1969–
1970); Stebbins & Bradley, Hanover, NH (1970-2000).

Best advice for new lawyers: “Take time to enjoy New Hampshire’s 
rivers, lakes, mountains and coast.” 

Attorney Blair C. Wood retired from practicing law 20 years ago.
“Since then Peggy and I have learned to live in the present, valuing 

each day and ensuring that we’re always in the right place to enjoy life,” 
he says. “To do so we live on a mining claim high (10,550 feet) in the 
Colorado Mountains summer and winter and recreate in Moab, Utah’s red 
rock desert spring and fall.” 

He says he’s proud to be a veteran.
“During the Korean War my service as a lieutenant with a heavy artillery 

unit on the DMZ in South Korea was a valuable learning/maturing 
experience,” Wood says.

 Wood says his mentors and heroes (and close friends) during his years 
of practice were law partners Jack Stebbins, David Bradley, Nick Harvey 
and John Stebbins. He also considered heroic his legal assistant Joanne 
Burnham and “our indispensable office manager, Nancy Hussey.”

He served in Hanover for many years as a trustee of the Ford Sayre 
Memorial Ski Council, which provides racing opportunities for young 
skiers.

Although he considers his most memorable case to be, “Bringing Walmart 
to the Upper Valley” he goes on to say, “By far my biggest achievement 
was managing personal finances and investments in order to retire at the 
relatively early age of 59!”

Celebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCeCelebrating 50 Years of law PraCtiCe

David Woodbury
Residence: New Boston, NH

Hometown: Bedford, NH

Family: wife, Candace; daughters, Susanna, Eliza & 
Carver

Education: BA Univ. of Pennsylvania 1966, JD Univ. of 
Michigan Law School 1969

Area of Practice: Personal Injury

Past employers: Devine Millimet, Woodbury & Rowe, 
Kemper Group, AIG (American Insurance Group), 
Thomas Craig Esq.

Most memorable case: Product liability cases

Best advice for new lawyers: “Get thorough mentoring for several years.”

Attorney David Woodbury says he is glad he can remember the old 
courthouses, judges and lawyers of the late 60s and early 70s — although 
he is not still practicing law, he has good memories.

As a teenager and young adult, he had a couple of important mentors, 
one of whom was an auto mechanic and another who was a teacher. He 
thinks he became a lawyer by default, but he says he is most proud of the 
times he could get an appellate court to see things his way.

Woodbury has been involved in a lot of community service, including 
service on the conservation commission, and as a school district moderator, 
selectman, and state representative.

 

               Recognizes 
  

 

William C. Tucker 
as he celebrates 50 years as a lawyer  

and 50 years with our firm. 
We have been honored to have him as a 

partner, colleague and friend  
for all these years and continue to value the 

wisdom, experience and professionalism that he 
brings to the Firm and to our profession.   

Congratulations! 
 

 
Wadleigh, Starr & Peters, P.L.L.C., 95 Market Street, Manchester, NH 03101  (603) 669-4140   www.wadleighlaw.com 

 
as they celebrate fifty years of practicing law.   

We have been honored to have you as  
partners, colleagues and friends  
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 Lothstein Guerriero, PLLC

Learn more at: www.NHDefender.com

Over the decades of his practice, Gene Struckhoff 
became a legend in the Upper Valley region for 
his aggressive and cutting edge advocacy in DWI 
cases. He was one of Ted Lothstein’s most important 
mentors. In 2009, Gene affiliated with the firm in an 
of counsel role, and continued that affiliation when 
Richard Guerriero became law partners with Ted in 
2013. Gene described the arc of his career to us as 
follows:

“When I graduated from Harvard Law 
School, I could have located in any number 
of big cities around the country, but I wanted 
to work with and for people. I chose New 
Hampshire, a decision that turned out to be 
the right one. I spent most of my legal career 
defending DUI cases after seeing how poorly 
the Court system dealt with them in 1969. At 
the outset of my practice I made the deliberate 
decisions to treat my clients honestly and 
spend an inordinate amount of time to 
develop my craft, decisions that I believe 
made my career a success.”

Retired Lebanon District Court Judge Albert J. Cirone, Jr. penned these 
words about Gene, who probably appeared before him as often as any 
other lawyer in this State: 

“Gene was always prepared for any court appearance, focused 
on the relevant issues, courteous to everyone, effective and 
honest. He knew his specialty practice of DWI exceedingly 
well and did a wonderful job of representing his clients and 
being a consummate representative of the legal profession.”

Thank you Gene, for your mentorship, and for your 50 years of 
membership in the New Hampshire Bar!

Five Green Street, 
Concord, NH 03301 

603-513-1919 

Chamberlain Block Building, 39 
Central  Square, Suite 202, 

Keene, NH 03431 
603-352-5000

Ted Lothstein and Richard Guerriero are proud 
to honor Eugene C. Struckhoff, III for 50 years of 

membership in the New Hampshire bar.

Gene driving his "Tomcar” offroad vehicle across the Beartooth Plateau in search of 
adventure, with fly-fishing rig on the roof.

Congratulations 
Hamilton (Dick) Krans, Jr.

for 50 years of service to the citizens of Strafford 
County and the State of New Hampshire as a 

member of the New Hampshire Bar Association.

Thank you for your service.

We are very proud to have you as a member 
of The Coolidge Law Firm.

98 High Street, Somersworth, NH 03878  • 603-692-4282 • (603) 692-4293 • www.coolidgelawfirm.com


